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Welcome
ANote from theDerby President

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

W
elcome to a new
year of the
Martha’s Vine-
yard Striped
Bass and Blue-

fish Derby held 7 miles out to sea
on the Island of Martha’s Vine-
yard. Since 1946, folks from all
corners of the country and
abroad have continued to fish
this tournament during the
months of September and Octo-
ber. They come to test their fish-
ing skills on the beaches and in
boats, with fly rod and all tackle,
from kayaks and docks, but
more importantly, they come to
be part of the splendor of our Is-
land and dream all year of rekin-
dling their relationship with it and the folks that
participate in the Derby. How fortunate we all are
to value such a goal that molds and shapes who
we are.

The fall on the Vineyard is the jewel of our
four seasons. The summer and its fast pace is
left behind and cooler, less humid, crisp days
are setting the stage for the peak fishing
months of the year. It is a place where people
greet you with a smile, recognize you by name
and acknowledge your Derby hat and the but-
ton that is pinned to it. These years, there are
3000 participants and during the tournament
they come to the Weigh Station with or without
a fish to weigh. They come to “hang out”, grab a
cup of coffee, or “kibitz” with the weigh masters
and the ladies behind the desk, but don’t be
fooled. They also come with a keen ear in
hopes of picking up a little information about

where the fish were and
where they were not!

It’s a tournament with no
$5000 entry fee for your boat
team, no professional spon-
sored fishing teams, no ridicu-
lous amount of money for
first place prizes, just good, old
fashion fishing fun among
friends, family and new and
old acquaintances. After you
participate in a Derby, it be-
comes clear, why something
so fundamental has success-
fully lasted for the past 68
years. The Derby is still run by
the year round efforts of a
couple of dozen Island volun-
teers and through the spon-

sorship of lots of businesses and individuals.
Our goals are simple. Give back to the com-

munity, preserve and protect our natural re-
sources and help young people in their efforts
to further their education. We are very proud of
this simplistic approach and it is the foundation
by which we measure all things Derby. We thank
you for your commitment to our tournament,
so please come to the Weigh Station, “hang
out” a bit, swap stories, make friends and be a
part of the 68th Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass
and Bluefish Derby.

Our best to you all
for a safe and

successful Derby!

Ed Jerome
President, Derby Committee

Derby Committee President

Ed Jerome
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A Message of Thanks
From the Derby Chairman

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Welcometo the
68th annual Derby. Whether you
are a long-time participant, or a first
time registrant, I am certain that the
Derby will provide you with lasting
memories. This event has grown
to become much more than a fish-
ing tournament. So many look for-
ward to the Derby as a reunion and
an opportunity to join with friends in
the pursuit of something beyond
fish. The tradition and spirit of the
Derby are alive and well. On behalf
of the Derby Committee, thank you
for taking part.

Sincere thanks to outgoing
Chairman Chuck Hodgkinson for
his tireless efforts to improve the
Derby. Chuck’s organization and
commitment are obvious, and he
left things in great standing. Also,
the hardworking men and women
who form the Derby Committee de-
serve recognition and praise for their
collective energy that makes the
event possible. In 2012, the Derby
attracted over 3000 registrants – a
healthy number that helped create a
successful event. Again, the Derby was able to award
$30,000 in college scholarships this year to graduates of
the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School. The scholar-
ship program highlights the Derby’s commitment to the is-
land and its youth. Of course, the incredible prizes, provided
by our generous sponsors, help to lure many participants.
The loyal support of these companies, including the Clay
Family Dealerships and Eastern Boats, is remarkable. We
ask that you please consider supporting the companies
that support the Derby, for they have demonstrated dedica-
tion to the Derby’s mission.

New this year, we are pleased to offer Weekly Award pins
to all Weekly winners. Also, the growing Team Competition
has been expanded to include 1st-3rd places for both boat
and shore divisions. A Kayak Challenge weekend is slated
for September 27-29. We look forward to the 5th American
Heroes Saltwater Challenge. The Derby is proud and hon-

ored to be a part of this wonderful
event, and we thank the Nixon
Family for its efforts.
Remember to read your Rules
Brochure carefully, paying close at-
tention to minimum sizes and fish-
ing boundaries. The Derby rules
are written to ensure that the event
is fair and enjoyable for all. Be re-
spectful of our island beaches and
waters. When releasing fish, please
do so carefully. Most importantly,
practice safety and good sports-
manship. Enjoy this magical time
on this beautiful island. Whether
you catch fish or not, undoubtedly
you’ll create fond memories with
friends and family. With that in
mind, consider the following, an ex-
cerpt from a letter written last Octo-
ber by Michael Gibson. His words
say it all.

The past year, I was fortu-
nate to check off some

bucket list items. I attended
my first Super Bowl and

traveled to Augusta for my first
glimpse of the Masters. They did

not come close to the day I spent with my son fishing the
Derby and watching him win the Junior Shore Bluefish
Grand Prize. We could not have been so fortunate with-
out the help from so many family and friends.

Their local knowledge and passion penetrated
our souls to try to be in the right place at the

right time. We can't wait until next year.”

Tight Lines to All!

John Custer
Chairman, Derby Committee

”
“Chairman John Custer and his daughter

Isabelle showing off their catch.
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PHOTO WORLD ANGLING WWW.WORLDANGLING.COM
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Catch a cold one. Polarized
UV 400 Protection
Bottle Opening Eyewear
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2013Derby Committee

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby Committee is comprised entirely of
volunteers whose mission is to plan, manage, and operate a successful and

enjoyable event that benefits the Island community. These men and women meet
throughout the year — as soon as one Derby ends, work begins for the following year’s event.

Only because of the energy and efforts of the Derby Committee does the Derby exist as one of
the oldest, largest, and most popular saltwater fishing tournaments in the country.

A love of the Island, an interest (or obsession) with fishing, and an appreciation for tradition are
common threads that bond these individuals in their service on the Committee.

Front row (l to r): Ed Jerome, John Custer, Janet Messineo, David Pothier, Adam Darack.
Middle Row: Maryanne Jerome, Paula Sullivan, Shirley Craig, Martha Smith, Debbie Manley-Smith, Porky Francis, Tim Sheran.

Back Row: Phil Horton, Chris Scott, David Hearn, Bob Lane, Mike Cassidy, Steve Baccelli, John Schillinger,
Dave Nash, Wilson Kerr, Michael Carroll.

Committee members not pictured: Beau Begin, Geoff Codding, Will DeBettencourt, Joe El-Deiry, Alex Friedman,
Cooper Gilkes, Chuck Hodgkinson, Matt Malowski, Steve Morris, Mark Plante, Bill Roman, Jeff Sayre,

Greg Skomal, Tom Smith and Paul White.

Ed Jerome,
President

John Custer
Chairman

Tom Smith
Vice Chairman

Mike Cassidy
Past Chairman

Chris Scott
Treasurer

Wilson Kerr
Secretary

Mike Carroll
Director-At-Large

Paula Sullivan
Director-At-Large
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

2013 RECIPIENTS

Since its establishment as a nonprofit organization, the Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby, Inc. has awarded an annual four-
year scholarship to four Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School seniors. The total amount of money donated since 1986 now ap-

proaches $500,000. Qualified students are recommended by the high school and selected by a Derby subcommittee. With the continued
support of the Ann E. Clark Foundation, as well as Vineyard Vines and the Tony and Rene Marlon Charitable Foundation, in 2013 the Derby
again was able to award two $10,000 scholarships in addition to two $5000 scholarships to the deserving students featured on this page.

The Derby Committee congratulates these MVRHS graduates and wishes them success in their educations endeavors.

Derby Scholarship Program

Jackson Koorse
Jackson is curious about what the

world will be like in 1000 years. He is a
nature enthusiast with a passion for the
environment, enjoying every moment
he can outside. For the last four years
Jackson has volunteered at the Felix
Neck Wildlife Sanctuary, where he has
assisted with bird data collection and
bird breeding surveys. He feels very
strongly about“preserving what we have
left of our environment”. Jackson’s father
was an environmental attorney and he
would like to follow in his footsteps.

After his father’s death, Jackson’s
mother decided to move to theVineyard
with her three young children to get a
fresh start and it’s where Jackson learned
to be responsible for himself. The Vine-
yard is a nurturing community. From
Jackson’s perspective, the mindset of“it
takes a village to raise a child”played a
huge part in shaping him into the sin-
cere, determined young man he is today.

A National Honor Society member,
Jackson ranked in the top 18th percentile
of his competitive senior class. Jackson
took Advanced Placement courses and
represented MVRHS at the regional sci-
ence fair at Bridgewater State University.
He also attended Close Up in Washing-
ton D.C. Jackson was a member of the
student government throughout high
school, having served as president two
years, class representative two years, and
as treasurer in his senior year. Jackson
also enjoys sports, with a passion for
tennis. He was a member of the unde-
feated tennis team that won the Division
3 State Championship in 2012, and is a
junior tennis pro at two clubs where he
truly enjoys teaching. Jackson has also
coached a junior high school basketball
team. Jackson was a founding member
of“MVironment”, the high school’s en-
vironmental club.

Jackson has thought about his future
and what he needs to do in order to ac-
complish his goals. His kind-hearted
nature and his determined work ethic
will enable Jackson to prepare himself to
create positive changes in the world’s
environment and follow in the footsteps
of his father. He is enrolled at the
College of the Holy Cross.

Shavanae Anderson
Shavanae is a special young woman.To

appreciate her uniqueness, one needs to
know a little of her background. Born in
Jamaica, Shavanae lived with her single
parent mom. When she was in late ele-
mentary school, her father decided to
move Shavanae, her brother, and her
older sister to America to get a better ed-
ucation.The first few months were tough
as she adjusted to the culture and be-
came accustomed to the cold weather.
TheVineyard community came together
and made sure Shavanae and her sib-
lings were welcomed.

Shavanae became involved in The
Martha’sVineyardYouth Leadership Ini-
tiative (MVYLI), a project of the Stone
Soup Leadership Initiative, whose mis-
sion is to train young and emerging
youth to become leaders of a more sus-
tainable world. The more involved she
became, the more her true personality
became evident. She worked at various
jobs including at a bike shop and as a
waitress. Shavanae has been a commu-
nity volunteer, a member of the Young
Sisters mentoring program and a youth
member of the NAACP. In her senior
year, she participated on the high school
track and field team.

Shavanae will major in communica-
tions. Her experiences in the field of
videography are noteworthy.She worked
as an intern with MVTV in its internship
mentoring program, where her enthusi-
asm and drive were evident.

Shavanae is always kind and thought-
ful in what she has to share. Most of her
activities are in the form of helping or
teaching others. Her film-making expe-
riences have taught her patience and
persistence. She finds everything inter-
esting and always has a question to ask,
not just one question she would like the
answer to. Shavanae is a mature young
woman,with a zeal for life,and possesses
tremendous potential as someone who
has already proven herself to be a role
model. She will study at Suffolk Univer-
sity in Boston.

Kyle Joba-Woodruff
According to his high school guidance

counselor, the best description of Kyle
would be a talented, achieving, caring
individual who truly cares about receiv-
ing a quality education in all aspects of
his life. He consistently was at the top
of all the activities he was involved with.
He was an AP Scholar, took first place
in an Engineering challenge, was a
league All Star in Cross Country, won
1st place in the Science Fair Wind Tur-
bine Engineering Competition, won a
Silver Key in the Boston Globe Scholas-
tic Art Competition, won an Award dur-
ing his involvement in the Canadian Ski
Marathon, and was elected to the Na-
tional Honor Society. Kyle assumed a
leadership role as the co-founder and
president of the Philosophy Club. He
volunteered in numerous activities, in-
cluding Habitat for Humanity. During
the summers on the island, he has
worked with a caterer as well as at a
farm stand. This allows him to take on
adult responsibilities and come in con-
tact with a very diverse population,
honing his communication skills.
Clearly, this is a young man who gets
involved and thrives in all settings. He
projects a kind, sensitive attitude that
endears him to whomever he meets.
Kyle is excited about the opportunities
available in a competitive college situa-
tion so he can continue his involve-
ments at Massachusetts Institute of
Technology.

Academically, Kyle is a highly tal-
ented student who has been enrolled
in a very demanding college prep pro-
gram at this island high school. His
course work has included 8 AP courses
and numerous honor classes. He is
currently ranked in the top 6% of his
competitive senior class.

Samantha Chaves
As a varsity member of the MVRHS

field hockey team, Samantha proudly
represented her school by being encour-
aging, cheerful, and demonstrating ex-
emplary sportsmanship. She sings in her
church choir and was also a member of
the select choral group The Min-
nesingers. In April of 2013, the singing
troupe traveled to Croatia to tour; two
years ago they had the opportunity to
travel to Prague and Paris. Samantha
loves the stage, as she has also partici-
pated in the annual school musicals and
a theater festival.

Academically, Samantha was ranked
in the top 27% of her class after taking
college prep courses. She has a sincere
interest in marine biology and animal
science, and hopes to continue her
studies in either or both areas. Saman-
tha is hard working, conscientious and
diligent about getting her work done
and done well. Her teachers appreciated
her solid work ethic, her organizational
and time management skills, and her
willingness to see a project through to
the end. She is well respected by both
her peers and her teachers.

Samantha has spent many hours out-
side the classroom singing for her church
and helping out at various fundraisers.
Additionally, she could also be heard
singing the National Anthem at many of
the sporting events at the high school.
She is a member of the National Honor
Society, was a consistent member of the
school’s honor roll, received an Honor-
able Mention Award from the Boston
Globe for a photography contest, and
won a poster design contest for the local
Family Planning organization.

Samantha is compassionate, eager to
help out with any cause, and has pos-
itive enthusiasm in all that she does.
Her optimistic energy and wonderful
people skills will benefit her and those
around her as she studies at Eckerd
College in Florida.



20 68th Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2013

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Serge de Somov
Distinguished by his fishing skills, re-

spected as a gentleman, both on and off
the beach, Serge de Somov’s four derby
victories, three consecutively, were un-
matched during the first half century of
the Derby competition. Known as the
“Mad Russian”and“The Count”, due to
his aristocratic European background,
Serge de Somov caught the heaviest
shore striped bass to claim victory in
1964, 1965, 1966 and again in 1969. Sur-
rounded by an aura of mystery, Serge de
Somov earned his place among the leg-
ends of Derby history.

Al Brickman
No single individual on Martha’s

Vineyard had more connections than
did Al Brickman in the mid 1940’s.This
“Father”of the Derby took these ties in
the fishing community, the business and
tourism community, the worlds of jour-
nalism, public relations, real estate and
transportation, combined them with his
deep concern for the welfare oftheVine-
yard, its people and natural resources,
and with a singularity of purpose, yet
skillfully and patiently, forged the
Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and
Bluefish Derby into existence. This
month long event has, dramatically im-
proved the qualiity of life on Martha’s
Vineyard.

John Crews
John dedicated himself to filleting fish

during the derby for over 2 decades. He
served as the“Official Fillet Master”long
before the committee assigned a filet
master.“Big John”, as he was known,
worked both weigh-ins each day with a
broad smile and tireless dedication until
he was 87 years old.

Steve Amaral
Steve Amaral fished the first Derby

with his Dad, Mother and brother
which was a family tradition since he
was a young boy. Except for 1956, when
he was away serving his nation, he has
participated in every Derby. Steve has
unselfishly contributed to the success of
many Derby winners who he shared
much of his fishing knowledge.

Steve has been an active member of
the Oak Bluffs community for many
years serving on the Fire Department
and as Captain before retiring. He was
an appiointed member of the MVC and
has been instrumental in the success of
the Rod and Gun Club’s Kid’s Trout
Derby.
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Kib Bramhall
A member of the Derby committee for

many years, Kib Bramhall is a conserva-
tionist, skilled fisherman and distin-
guished artist. Kib Bramhall has held
both Derby and world fly rod records.
Most important, he brings a sense of in-
tegrity and fair play to the sport of fish-
ing and the Derby. Respected both for
his demeanor and fishing accomplish-
ments, he is honored for the example he
has set for others over more than four
decades of Derby fishing.

Bob Boren
Bob was a long standing Derby Com-

mittee member who worked hard to
support the Derby in many ways, but
perhaps he was best known for his re-
sponsibility for handling the Derby’s
raffle of a 4x4 Jeep.

For years, the committee’s raffle of a
Jeep was the main fundraiser support-
ing the tournament and Bob was always
at the center of our efforts. If he wasn’t
hawking tickets on Circuit Ave or at the
Tisbury Street Fair he was at the NE
Sportaman Shows. Bob was a tremen-
dous ambassador for the Derby.
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The Derby Hall of
Fame was created

to recognize
individuals and
organizations,

including govern-
ment bodies, who

have made a
“significant and

positive impact on
the sportfishing
community of

Martha’s Vineyard
and on the

operation and
goals” of the Derby.

Inductees must
have demonstrated
“good sportsman-

ship, honesty,
integrity,” and

exhibited a concern
for fish and the

environment. We
are extremely proud
of these individuals
and the significant
contributions they
have made to the

success of the
Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass &
Bluefish Derby

throughout
the years.

THE DERBY

Hallof
Fame
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Clayton Hoyle
Clayton Hoyle was a skilled rod

maker and was instrumental in the
creation of the Martha’s Vineyard Rod
and Gun Club. Affectionately known
as“The Instigator” he always offered
his opinions and ideas whether asked
or not. Several members of the Rod &
Gun Club along with Clayton helped
foster the idea of an island fishing
tournament that later became the
Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and
Bluefish Derby.

Ray Ellis
Ray Ellis, one of the most renown Amer-

ican artists of our time, has graciously do-
nated his artistic talent to the Derby since
1988.The paintings that he has annually
created for the Derby have generated the
money to make our scholarship program
possible. In addition, he has donated a
portion of the proceeds from his book
“Fishing theVineyard. ”Through Ray’s ef-
forts, nearly $400,000 has been awarded in
scholarships to worthy graduates of the
Martha’sVineyard Regional High School.

Cooper Gilkes
Cooper Gilkes has been an active

member of the Martha’s Vineyard
Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby Com-
mittee for many years. He was instru-
mental in the rejuvenation of the
Derby in the early 1980’s. He assisted
in the successful presentation to pur-
chase the Derby from the Martha’s
Vineyard Chamber of Commerce in
the mid 1980’s. His thoughtful opin-
ions were very helpful in the restruc-
turing of the Derby.

Cooper has been synonymous with
the Kid’s Derby. His ideas led to the
creation of the event that today draws
hundreds of kids annually. He reli-
giously catches bait prior to the early
morning event and, with the help of
his wife Lela, has successfully managed
this event since its inception
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Ed Jerome
At the helm of the Derby, Ed Jerome

guided the faltering tournament out of
perilous waters and helped build it into
a successful and respected institution.As
the longtime President of the Derby cor-
poration, Ed Jerome has been a thought-
ful and patient leader. Whether through
the Derby scholarship program or char-
itable contributions, he has never
waivered in his belief that the Derby ex-
ists to contribute to the Vineyard com-
munity.A fisherman, educator and com-
munity leader, he is honored for his ex-
traordinary efforts in making the Derby a
truly unique Island institution.
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Jerry Jansen
Jerry first started fishing the Derby

during the second year of its existence.
Jerry has been an avid surf fisherman
and is well known to many. His great
sense of humor and wealth of fishing
stories about the Derby are legendary.
Jerry’s book“Successful Surf Fishing”
has helped many a beginner with help-
ful tips.

Hall of Fame
continues on next spread

Ed Landers
You’ll never hear a negative word

about Eddie. He was a great fisherman
and willingly shared his knowledge and
techniques with the people who fished
with him. Who fished with Ed? Every
neighborhood kid that he could fit into
his buggy.They all have hilarious stories
of their adventures with Ed. They say
from watching him chase skunks down
the beach to carrying his catch back to
the car at Squibby. He was a great
teacher and respected the rules of life
and sportsmanship.

Roy Langley
Roy is the longest running weigh master

in the history of the Derby. For the last 15
years,he has been the morning weigh mas-
ter exemplifying the spirit and image of the
Derby. He is recognized for his role as the
ambassador at the weigh station and the
organization and distribution of the Derby’s
filet program to senior citizens of Martha’s
Vineyard.

Ruth Hughes
In 1947, Ruth Hughes began her daily

reporting of the Martha’s Vineyard
Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby for the
column she wrote as a reporter for the
then New Bedford Standard Times. She
chronicled the operations of the day,
wrote the names of the daily winners on
the derby blackboard, kept a running
account of the day’s largest fish and
recorded for history special occurrences
of the day. Ruth was a Derby fixture at
the weigh station for 11 years doing just
about everything that was needed until
1958 when she assumed the role of Oak
Bluffs Town Treasurer until her retire-
ment in 1976.



Robert J. Post
Bob Post, self described as a “fisher-

man trapped in the body of a dentist”,
was also a gifted journalist, author, Pub-
lic Health official, Derby member and
father. Most importantly, Bob was a con-
nector and chronicler of the living his-
tory of the Derby. He was happiest when
sitting astride a boulder on a Gay Head
beach, after fishing and conversing with
fishermen passing by. Bob turned these
conversations into the critically ac-
claimed book “Reading the Waters”,
which, more than any other source, illu-
minates and brings to life the wonders
and mystery of surf fishing theVineyard
and the Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass
and Bluefish Derby.

Richard Morris
Richard Morris founded Dick’s Bait and

Tackle in 1969. He loved to fish, but most
of all he loved to tell stories about fishing.
He never won a prize in the Derby, but
many a Derby yarn was spun in his tackle
shop about the one that got away by
those who congregated there on a regu-
lar basis. He enjoyed meeting new people
every year and looked forward to each fall
knowing the Derby would be starting.
The Derby was a major part of his life and
he would be very proud to know he was
in its Hall of Fame.

Don Mohr
This“Beach Ambassador”can be found

fishing the beaches of Chappy from April
until November. Don epitomizes what the
Derby is all about. This sportsman always
has a smile and helping hand for his fel-
low anglers. He has a deep respect for the
resources and environment and without
hesitation will gently point out a rule, in-
fraction or abuse of these resources. Don
served on the Committee from 1984 to
1991. He was Treasurer from 1985 to 1989
and Chairman from 1989 to 1991. During
his tenure as Chairman, the Derby began
its transition from the Chamber of Com-
merce to an independently run event.

Stephen Morris
Stephen Morris has been a member of

the Derby Committee for more than 15
years. During the mid 90’s, Stephen was
the chairman of the Derby and helped
take the Derby to new highs in participa-
tion, prizes and activities. Stephen was
one of the best Chairmen the Derby has
had. His organizational skills, commit-
ment and knowledge of the fishing in-
dustry have been his hallmarks. Many of
the improved practices used today in the
Derby and Awards Ceremonies were sug-
gested by Stephen.

Stephen is a well respected local tackle
shop owner and registers the largest
number of participants in the Derby. His
opinion is well respected and his contri-
butions have been many.

Benjamin Morton
A derby founding member, and Mas-

sachusetts Steamship Lines executive,
Ben Morton worked tirelessly in both a
professional and volunteer capacity to
create a Derby that would be enjoyed by
Islanders and visitors alike. A member
of the Derby committee for more than
20 years, Ben Morton guided the Derby
from its creation and joint sponsorship
under the boat line and the Martha’s
Vineyard Rod and Gun Club to its later
management by the Martha’s Vineyard
Chamber of Commerce. He is honored
for his wisdom, foresight and efforts on
behalf of the Derby and the entireVine-
yard community.

Ruth Meyer
Ruth Meyer was Chairman of the

Derby in the late 70’s until 1981. She
was the organization’s first female
chairman, which should have come as
no surprise, as she grew up in a fishing
family. Her father owned and operated
Larry’s Tackle Shop. Ruth ran Larry’s for
many years after her father and contin-
ued the tradition of it being the center
of Derby information. Ruth was instru-
mental in securing big name fishing
tackle companies as Derby sponsors.
Companies such as Penn and Boston
Whaler became a major part of the
Derby because of her efforts.
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Hall of Fame continued

Janet Messineo
Janet Messineo epitomizes the spirit,

excitement, and camaraderie of the long
history of the Derby.

She has been an intricate part of the
success of the Derby as a committee
member, a participant and as an advo-
cate for children and women partici-
pants.For many years, she has created the
coveted Derby fish mount trophies with
her expertise and skill as a taxidermist.

Janet makes friends with all she comes
in contact with. She fishes hard and is
constantly on the leader board. Her
spirit, sportsmanship and commitment
to fishing are unmatched among partic-
ipants.

Howard Leonard
A founder of the Derby and commit-

tee secretary for many years, Howard
Leonard was an enthusiastic Derby
fisherman and tireless volunteer distin-
guished by his good humor and kind-
ness. Howard Leonard personified the
ideals of the Derby and was unstinting
with his time, particularly when it in-
volved the young people of the Island.
He is honored for his service to the
Derby and the community of Martha’s
Vineyard
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Greg Skomal
Greg has been on the Derby Commit-

tee for more than a decade and a half.As
an official state marine Biologist, Greg
was able to guide the Derby with valu-
able research and insight on various con-
servation issues and political impact. His
research helped us established mini-
mum fish lengths for all fish in the Derby.
His research helped us to reduce the
mortality rate of false albacore by estab-
lishing a size that reduced the number of
False Albacore coming to our scales by
more than 50%.

Greg is a nationally known speaker for
his work on sharks and other species,
Greg somehow found time from his very
busy work schedule to be treasurer of the
organization for many years which in-
cluded paying the bills, preparing the in-
come tax statements, dealing with our
accountant and preparing monthly fi-
nancial statements for the Board of
Directors.

Arthur Winters
Arthur was a member of the Derby

Committee from 1981-1992. He was
part of the new group of Derby Com-
mittee members who traveled about
New England trying to create a new
image for the Derby.At that time, partic-
ipation was at a very low point

Arthur traveled to sportsman shows
hawking Jeep raffle tickets and many Is-
land activities. Arthur helped catch bait
for the Kids Day event every year and
was well respected for his ability to catch
Bonito and Albies, often getting on the
leader board. His 11 pound Bonito was
an Island record for many years.

Arthur Winters brought humor to all
that he did and there are countless sto-
ries of his wit.

Daniel Shea
For more than 25 years, Dan Shea has

been an extremely important part of the
success, growth and popularity of the
Derby,While working as a Manufactur-
ers Representative for the J. D. Keith
Agency, Dan was instrumental in ob-
taining many new sponsors including
Zebco which became the Kid’s Day
Sponsor for many years. In 1985, Dan
and his business partner became a rep
for Penn Reel Company as their flagship
line.Although Penn had been a sponsor
prior to this time, their contributions
grew exponentially with Dan’s help and
dedication to the Derby. Dan is an ac-
complished fisherman and a role model
in the fishing tackle industry.

Arnold Spofford
Arnold Spofford was a member of the
Derby Committee for nearly 15 years
beginning in the the early 1980’s. He
was well known for his famous Bal-
lastic Missile and Needle Fish Lures..
But“Spof”was known best to us for his
vision and forward thinking for the
Derby’s direction. It was Spof who cre-
ated and wrote the first Souvenir Book-
lets. His stories captured the essence of
this tournament and were matched by
his photography.

Spof was instrumental in the creation
of the Ray Ellis prints we sell each year
and the Scholarships we now offer to
Island graduates. Arnold Spofford truly
had an impact on the Derby as we
know it today.

Martha Smith
Martha was the glue at Derby Head-

quarters, morning and night, for over 15
years. As Weigh Station Manager, she
understood fully the intricacies of oper-
ating the Derby, and kept it running
smoothly. Her dedication to the Derby
was demonstrated by her commitment
to the event and all it benefited. Martha
endeared herself to countless Derby par-
ticipants over the many years she stood
behind the desk at Derby HQ

M
A

R
K

LO
V

E
W

E
LL

Helen
Scarborough

Helen was a fixture at the weigh-in
for many years. She was the weigh mas-
ter and keeper of records many years
before the scale became digital and
computers replaced the pen and paper.
She was known as“mother hen”as she
kept the busy weigh-in running effi-
ciently and exciting for young and old.

Nelson Sigelman
Nelson was a long-time Derby com-

mittee member and instrumental in the
improvement of the souvenir booklet
through his writing, the collection of ad-
vertisements and the book’s visual pres-
entation.

This booklet and his efforts to keep
the community informed of fishing is-
sues through his weekly news column
have both become treasured Island
keepsakes.

Nelson’s contributions to the Derby
are many and have truly had an impact
on the success of the Derby and the
Derby is better today because of his par-
ticipation on the Committee.

David Pothier
David has been an active member of

the Derby Committee for more than 2
decades and has assumed many roles.
During his tenure as Chairman, he lead
the way in the improvements made to
our software programs that manage the
weigh station operations and the re-
porting of fish.

David has been an active community
member of Oak Bluffs in their Fire De-
partment, on the Harbor Committee
and on the Island’s Search and Recovery
Squad.

Currently, David is actively involved in
the revitalization of the USCG Auxiliary
and is helping to improve the boating
safety throughout the Island.
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Final Results 2012

All Tackle Division Awards
First Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: STEPHEN J. PIETRUSKA 44.40 LBS.
SHORE: TONY H. REZENDES, JR. 32.12 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: ANDREW M. WHEELER 10.29 LBS.

SHORE: JULIAN G. PEPPER 8.22 LBS.
BLUEFISH

BOAT: ADAM CUMMINGS 16.06 LBS.
SHORE: ROBERT J. BOYHAN 15.39 LBS.

FALSE ALBACORE
BOAT: PATRICK T. JENKINSON 12.75 LBS.
SHORE: MORGAN T. TAYLOR 13.22 LBS.

Second Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: SEAN D. READY 39.61 LBS.
SHORE: MORGAN T. TAYLOR 31.42 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: EDWIN W. HOLDEN, III 8.95 LBS.

SHORE: ERIC R. BROWN 8.09 LBS.
BLUEFISH

BOAT: DAVID C. KADISON 15.51 LBS.
SHORE: WILL H. POWELL 14.16 LBS.

FALSE ALBACORE
BOAT: FRAN L. CLAY 12.43 LBS.

SHORE: ROBERT W. GARRISON 12.84 LBS.

Third Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: PETE J. SPENGLER 37.34 LBS.
SHORE: WILL H. POWELL 31.05 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: PATRICK T. JENKINSON 8.65 LBS.
SHORE: ROBERT W. THOMAS 7.86 LBS.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: SANDY E. FISHER 15.32 LBS.

SHORE: ROGER A. SCHAEFER 13.68 LBS.
FALSE ALBACORE

BOAT: HOLLY J. MERCIER 12.35 LBS.
SHORE: JULIAN G. PEPPER 12.22 LBS.

Flyrod Division Awards
First Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: DAVID W. RIMMER 20.96 LBS.
SHORE: BOB H. CLAY 15.05 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: TERRY W. HORROCKS 6.53 LBS.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: JAIME H. BOYLE 10.88 LBS.
SHORE: DAVID W. SKOK 6.61 LBS.

FALSE ALBACORE
BOAT: BRYAN P. DONOHOE 12.45 LBS.

SHORE: JARED HULL 12.69 LBS.

Grand Prize Winners
Eastern Boat - Bob Boyhan

Chevrolet Silverado from Clay Family Dealerships
- Adam Cummings

Flyrod Division Awards
Second Place

STRIPED BASS
BOAT: EVERETT K. BRAMHALL 15.79 LBS.

SHORE: DAVID W. SKOK 14.18 LBS.
BONITO

BOAT: BOB HAYMAN 5.19 LBS.
BLUEFISH

BOAT: ZACHARY C. HORROCKS 8.16 LBS.
SHORE: TIM SERAN 5.79 LBS.

FALSE ALBACORE
BOAT: ZACHARY C. HORROCKS 9.74 LBS.

SHORE: COOPER A. GILKES 10.66 LBS.

Third Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: W. BRICE CONTESSA 14.35 LBS.
SHORE: JOE A. DART 13.61 LBS.

BONITO
Boat: Zachary C. Horrocks 5.18 lbs.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: W. BRICE CONTESSA 8.08 LBS.

SHORE: JARED HULL 4.95 LBS.
FALSE ALBACORE

BOAT: HARLEY L. STOWELL 9.36 LBS.
SHORE: SETH A. NICKERSON 10.04 LBS.

Mini Junior Division Awards
First Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: MASON WARBURTON 14.66 LBS.
SHORE: JACOB SCOTT 25.78 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: MASON WARBURTON 7.43 LBS.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: TATE A. BUCHWALD 13.55 LBS.

SHORE: JACK A. O'CONNELL 10.25 LBS.
FALSE ALBACORE

BOAT: JULIA SAYRE 8.79 LBS.
SHORE: NOAH R. SMITH 8.07 LBS.

Second Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: CAMDEN J. NAPIOR 14.50 LBS.
SHORE: RYAN C. HARDING 14.87 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: ARAN D. DWANE 5.08 LBS.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: MASON WARBURTON 13.23 LBS.
SHORE: JACK M. MARSHARD 9.81 LBS.

FALSE ALBACORE
BOAT: ARAN D. DWANE 8.76 LBS.
SHORE: ANTHONY HERN 6.66 LBS.

Third Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: CHELSEA BOUCHARD 14.33 LBS.
SHORE: JACK M. MARSHARD 11.10 LBS.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: SAWYER M. SCHAEFER 13.09 LBS.

SHORE: NOAH R. SMITH 4.56 LBS.
FALSE ALBACORE

BOAT: WYATT O. NICHOLSON 8.23 LBS.

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby
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Junior Division Awards

Special Awards
Top Rod Award:

All-Tackle Boat – David Kadison;
All-Tackle Shore – Ron Domurat

Junior Boat – Brendan Morris;
Junior Shore – Ryan Harding
Thomas McCauley Award:

Jason Davey
MV Surfcasters Sportsmanship Award:

Phil Horton
Beaulieu/Loud Memorial Award:

Bill, Kris, Elizabeth, and Katherine O’Brien
Robert “Huff” Langley Award:

Bob Thomas
Cutler Bike Shop Award:

Brendan Morris (boat); Michael Gibson (shore)
David Furino Memorial Award:

Bob and Peter Boyhan
Roberto Germani Catch & Release Award:

Brice Contessa (fly), Peter Boyhan (spin)
Vintage Jewelry Award: Fran Clay

Sancy Pachico Memorial Youth Scholarships:
Noah Smith, Jacob Scott,

Chesca Potter, Christopher Mayhew.
Albert Angelone Memorial Award

Dylan Kadison
Wayne Jackson Memorial Award

Jacob Scott
Victor Danberg Trophies

Joseph Serpa – Chelsea Bouchard
Dr. David Finkelstein Award, in Memory of Bob Post

(Shore Team Competition Winners) –
“Aqua Culture” – Shawn Emin & Lenny Beford.

DaRosa Award
(Boat Team Competition Winners) –

“Pilothouse of Pain” – DavidKadison & Jim Fraser.
George Pye Award

Ron Domurat, Peter Boyhan
James Catlow Memorial Award

Ron Domurat
Thomas Nessa Memorial Award

John Casey
Bill Ashak Memorial Award

Jacob Scott

Grand Slam Winners
BOAT - ALL TACKLE

First Place - David C. Kadison 67.13 lbs.

Second Place - John Ready 60.62 lbs.

Third Place - Mark S. Morris 58.08 lbs.

SHORE - ALL TACKLE
First Place - Julian G. Pepper 51.16 lbs.

Second Place - Jared Stobie 38.94 lbs.

Third Place - Shawn A. Emin 34.27 lbs.

BOAT - FLYROD
First Place - w. Brice Contessa 35.43 lbs.

JUNIOR BOAT

First Place - Brendan R. Morris 50.79 lbs.

Second Place - Dylan C. Kadison 47.58 lbs.

Third Place - Tyler Dufresne 46.54 lbs.

First Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: BRENDAN R. MORRIS 23.78 LBS.
SHORE: MATTHEW T. BARBER 17.06 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: CHRISTOPHER A. MAYHEW 8.32 LBS.

SHORE: TOMMY WHITE 7.65 LBS.
BLUEFISH

BOAT: CHESCA POTTER 14.59 LBS.
SHORE: MICHAEL J. GIBSON 11.27 LBS.

FALSE ALBACORE
BOAT: DYLAN C. KADISON 9.28 LBS.
SHORE: HUNTER B. PONTE 7.93 LBS.

Second Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: LUKE EL-DEIRY 23.60 LBS.
SHORE: CHRISTOPHER T. FERRY 16.37 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: WYATT A. JENKINSON 7.97 LBS.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: VICTORIA T. SCOTT 13.89 LBS.
SHORE: LUCAS S. DUTTON 10.30 LBS.

FALSE ALBACORE
BOAT: JOSEPH L. SERPA 8.28 LBS.
SHORE: QUINN KEEFE 7.69 LBS.

Third Place
STRIPED BASS

BOAT: JULIAN CARTER 22.76 LBS.
SHORE: MACOL OLIVEIRA 16.12 LBS.

BONITO
BOAT: VICTORIA T. SCOTT 7.58 LBS.

BLUEFISH
BOAT: JOSEPH L. SERPA 13.73 LBS.

SHORE: ABIGAIL E. O'CONNELL 9.95 LBS.
FALSE ALBACORE

BOAT: KATHERINE G. O'BRIEN 7.88 LBS.
SHORE: CHRISTOPHER HILLEMEIR 6.68 LBS.

Senior Awards

MADISON ALWARDT MEMORIAL AWARD (bluefish)
Antone Bettencourt (boat) 14.78 lbs.

Ron Domurat (shore) 13.33 lbs.

RAY METCALF MEMORIAL AWARD (striped bass)
Pete J. Spengler (boat) 37.34 lbs.

Tony H. Rezendes, Jr. (shore) 32.12 lbs.

ARNOLD SPOFFORD MEMORIAL AWARD (bonito)
Edwin Holden, iii (boat) 8.95 lbs.
Kathi M. Pogoda (shore) 7.00 lbs.

HOWARD LEONARD MEMORIAL AWARD (false albacore)
Fran L. Clay (boat) 12.43 lbs.

Cooper Gilkes (shore) 10.66 lbs.
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Derby Grand Leaders
From 1946 to 1984, with the exception of 1980, the fisherman
catching the largest striped bass was the grand prize winner.

Lbs. Oz.
1946 Bass Gordon Pitman, New York, NY 47 0
1947 Bass George Marshall, Vineyard Haven 45 13
1948 Bass Al Doyle, Edgartown 42 14

Bluefish Henry B. Hartley, Boston, MA 4 06
1949 Bass George Marshall, Vineyard Haven 46 14.5

Bluefish Ralph Estes, West Tisbury 5 06
1950 Bass Frank Drake, Vineyard Haven 40 14

Bluefish Wallace Pinkham, Vineyard Haven 5 15
1951 Bass Freeman Caswell, Attleboro, MA 43 5

Bluefish Philip Silva, Oak Bluffs 6 10.5
1952 Bass John O. Sylvia, Oak Bluffs 48 1
1953 Bass James Walpole, Edgartown 51 11
1954 Bass Wallace Pinkham, Vineyard Haven 55 9.5

Bluefish Walter Lyko, Dorchester, MA 9 5.5
1955 Bass Louise de Somov, Hampton Bay, NY 43 14

Bluefish Ed Livingston, New Bedford, MA 11 9.5
1956 Bass Dick Hathaway, Edgartown 52 9

Bluefish Walter Lyko, New Bedford, MA 12 11.5
1957 Bass Ralph Grant, Edgartown 47 8

Bluefish Arthur E. Rodgers, Vineyard Haven 17 12.5
1958 Bass Oscar Flanders, Chilmark 51 11

Bluefish William E. Blake, Melrose, MA 14 6
1959 Bass Anton Van Breeman, Medford, MA 50 12.5

Bluefish Les Hebblewhite, So. Boston, MA 16 10
1960 Bass Philip Baron, Wollaston, MA 45 9

Bluefish Albert Keinberg, Edgartown 17 10
1961 Bass Adam Kurpat, New York, NY 51 14

Bluefish Roger Titus, So. Dartmouth, MA 16 11
1962 Bass Harold Benway, Vineyard Haven 52 4

Bluefish Michael Pagano, New Bedford, MA 11 11.5
1963 Bass Serge de Somov, Hampton Bay, NY 52 13

Bluefish Frank Valois, Fargo, ND 12 10
1964 Bass Serge de Somov, Hampton Bay, NY 54 14

Bluefish George Hampson, No. Falmouth, MA 12 13.5
1965 Bass Serge de Somov, Hampton Bay, NY 49 10

Bluefish Richard Hathaway, Edgartown 15 2.5
1966 Bass Edward Souza, Lowell, MA 53 15

Bluefish Richard Hathaway, Edgartown 16 10
1967 Bass Fred Kiener, Vineyard Haven 52 6

Bluefish Arnold Carr, Teaticket, MA 16 11.5
1968 Bass Robert Rose, Oak Bluffs 48 6

Bluefish Madison Aldwardt, Oak Bluffs 17 15.5
1969 Bass Serge de Somov, Hampton Bay, NY 51 6

Bluefish Douglas Gingras, Vineyard Haven 18 11
1970 Bass Gordon Lingberg, Fairhaven, MA 42 10

Bluefish Gladys Flanders, Chilmark 19 14
1971 Bass Albion Alley, West Tisbury 49 12

Bluefish Frank Simmons, Oak Bluffs 21 10
1972 Bass Wayne Iacono, Vineyard Haven 56 9

Bluefish Jean Hancock, Chilmark 23 4.5*
1973 Bass Robert Black, Somerville, MA 54 7.5

Bluefish Freeman Willoughby, Edgartown 19 9
1974 Bass Raymond Metcalf, Edgartown 51 14

Bluefish Wayne Coutinho, Oak Bluffs 19 6
1975 Bass Roger Sylva, West Tisbury 53 14

Bluefish Kevin Peters, Oak Bluffs 18 9
1976 Bass Rick Connell, Vineyard Haven 48 0

Bluefish Dick Cudmore, W. Bridgewater, MA 19 6
1977 Bass Al Doyle, Edgartown 56 6

Bluefish Kevin Hall, Vineyard Haven 20 3
1978 Bass Dick Hathaway, Edgartown 60 2*

Bluefish Gary Lewis 17 9
1979 Bass Dick Hathaway, Edgartown 55 3

Bluefish Bernie Arruda, Edgartown 19 0
1980 Bass Francis Bernard, Oak Bluffs 49 5

Bluefish Lee Welch, Edgartown 20 0**
1981 Bass Richard Landon, New Haven, CT 56 14

Bluefish Eric Pachico, Vineyard Haven 20 1
Weakfish Dave Perry Sr., Attleboro, MA 14 19
Bonito Kib Bramhall, West Tisbury 10 69
Little Tunny John Waters, Hamilton, MA 13 37

(digital) Lbs.
1982 Bass Thomas Bassett, Edgartown 46.77

Bluefish Jerry Morency, South Dartmouth, MA 18.32
Weakfish Leonard Reid, West Tisbury 13.26
Bonito Dennis Sanidas, Falmouth, MA 9.43
Little Tunny Stan Popowitz, Edgartown 14.25

(digital) Lbs.
1983 Bass Steve Morris, Oak Bluffs 49.96

Bluefish David Walton, New Bedford, MA 20.76
Weakfish Earl Stypulkowski, Edgartown 14.16
Bonito Robin Hyde, Chilmark 9.14
Little Tunny Charles Witham Jr., Gay Head 15.36

1984 Bass Jack Coutinho, Vineyard Haven 48.75
Bluefish Stanley Tomkiewicz, Achusnet, MA 20.5
Weakfish Bill Smith, Pembroke, MA 13.55
Bonito Sean O’Conner, Gay Head 9.80
Little Tunny Arthur Winters, Edgartown 13.40

1985 Bluefish (boat) David Walton, New Bedford, MA 19.20**
Bonito (boat) Stan Brown & Doug Kudravetz (tie) 9.00
Albacore (shore) Harvey Kausel, Slingerlands, NY 19.15
Weakfish (boat) Sonny Beaulieu, Oak Bluffs 16.50

1986 Bluefish (boat) Bill Uniatowski, Oak Bluffs 19.40**
Bonito (boat) George Kudravetz, Alexandria, VA 10.95
Albacore (shore) Kevin Hall, West Tisbury 15.60
Weakfish (boat) Lee Welch, Edgartown 16.90*

1987 Bonito (boat) Cooper Gilkes III, Edgartown 10.19**
Bluefish (boat) Amy Musia, Evansville, IN 17.16
Albacore (boat) Keith Lewis, Vineyard Haven 13.45
(No Weakfish were caught)

1988 Albacore (shore) Roger Beach, Edgartown 15.40**
(boat) Pat Drouin, Edgartown 15.92

Bluefish (shore) Chris Macdonald, Needham, MA 15.53
(boat) Scott Terry, West Tisbury 17.41

Bonito (shore) Peter Barobne, Weymouth, MA 10.84
(boat) Paul Bergeron, Oak Bluffs 8.97

1989 Albacore (shore) Robert Graves, Oak Bluffs 14.09
(boat) Joel Graves, Oak Bluffs 15.90

Bluefish (shore) Sergio Radossi, Ridgefield Park, NJ 16.07
(boat) Michele Rogers, Edgartown 15.92

Bonito (shore) Curtis Hopps, Vineyard Haven 9.89**
(boat) Kib Bramhall, West Tisbury 10.58

1990 Albacore (shore) Bob Perry, Bridgewater, MA 14.48**
(boat) Don MacGillivray, Vineyard Haven 19.39*

Bluefish (shore) David Hearn, Burlington, MA 18.28
(boat) Michele Rogers, Edgartown 18.81

Bonito (shore) Benjamin Barbee, Weymouth, MA 9.58
(boat) Bryan Abrahamson, Oak Bluffs 11.22

1991 Albacore (shore) Martin S. Fox, Millburn, NJ 16.89
(boat) John Novak, Marshfield, MA 17.67

Bluefish (shore) Matt Perry, Vineyard Haven 15.85
(boat) Scott H. Terry, West Tisbury 18.50**

Bonito (shore) Steve Dowler, Oak Bluffs 9.62
(boat) Scott H. Terry, West Tisbury 9.27

1992 Albacore (shore) Robert D. Wilcoxon 13.00
(boat) Domingo Canha 14.23

Bluefish (shore) Larry A. Mercier 17.35
(boat) Ernest L. Daman 16.77**

Bonito (shore) Mark F. Budresky 9.92
(boat) Carlos T. Bartholomeu 10.43

1993 Albacore (shore) Robert Milne 13.46
(boat) Marilyn Scheerbaum 13.62**

Bass (shore) Buck Martin 54.74
(boat) Aaron Corsetti 46.86

Bluefish (shore) Michael Tinus 17.08
(boat) Earl Peters 18.04

Bonito (shore) David Desmarais 9.87
(boat) Don MacGillivray 10.50

1994 Albacore (shore) David Vergara 12.99
(boat) Thomas Goodale 15.20

Bass (shore) Richard Morris 54.48
(boat) Donna Nagle 53.52

Bluefish (shore) Daniel Bryant 16.56
(boat) Matt Lakso 17.26

Bonito (shore) Dave Desmarais 10.43
(boat) Gary Look 12.44* **

1995 Albacore (shore) Eric Brown 13.15**
(boat) Mark E. Drinkwater 12.01

Bass (shore) Mike Alwardt 57.82
(boat) Frank T. Dougherty 50.42

Bluefish (shore) Lori Vanderlaske (fly rod) 18.69
(boat) Edwin Gentle III 20.08

Bonito (shore) Bill Ashak 7.96
(boat) Steven Wood 9.12

* Derby Record, ** Grand Prize Winner
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2006 Albacore (shore) Richard N. Hall 14.63
(boat) Geoff K. Codding 13.25**

Bass (shore) Leo B. Lecuyer 40.19
(boat) David C. Hearn 43.86

Bluefish (shore) William A. Pate 13.87**
(boat) Francis Fisher 17.36

Bonito (shore) Don S. Sexton 9.84
(boat) Joseph P. Canha 11.42

2007 Albacore (shore) Clark M. Goff, Jr. 15.86
(boat) Sandy E. Fisher 15.33

Bass (shore) Zachary K. Tilton 40.61
(boat) Zeb Tilton 56.51

Bluefish (shore) Chris A. Morris 11.70**
(boat) Bruce L. McIntosh 14.62

Bonito (shore) Dennis R. Gough 7.77
(boat) Geoff K. Codding 9.14**

2008 Albacore (shore) James C. Cornwell 11.55
(boat) William A. Pate 11.44**

Bass (shore) Scott D. Tomkins 40.12
(boat) Lev C. Wlodyka 46.82

Bluefish (shore) Curtis J. Farrell 15.55
(boat) Alphonsus D. Simmons 16.12

Bonito (shore) Jared Stobie 7.22
(boat) Paul C. Harris 10.75**

2009 Albacore (shore) Keith McArt 16.55
(boat) William A. Pate 12.66**

Bass (shore) Ryan Kurth 34.10
(boat) Stephen Pietruska 44.68

Bluefish (shore) Peter Shepardson 13.81
(boat) Henry Fauteux 14.04

Bonito (shore) Michael Seeger 7.99**
(boat) Wyatt Jenkinson 9.71

2010 Albacore (shore) Hayden L. Boullie 14.33
(boat) Terry Horrocks 14.22

Bass (shore) Paul P. Stamos 31.87
(boat) Michael A. Paone 37.60**

Bluefish (shore) Roger A. Schaefer 13.27**
(boat) Estey L. Teller 16.29

Bonito (shore) Dave Desmarais 8.35
(boat) Wilz A. Moreis 10.39

2011 Albacore (shore) Alexander Bettencourt 15.38
(boat) Jaemon Gillies 14.77

Bass (shore) Steve Pierson 34.92
(boat) Richard Penney 46.15 **

Bluefish (shore) Stephen Morris 14.86**
(boat) Charles Ogletree 15.50

Bonito (shore) Pedro Guzman 7.39
(boat) Domingo Canha 9.79

Derby Record Winning Fish
Bluefish

Jean Hancock 23 lbs., 4.5 oz.(boat, all tackle, 1972)
Charlie Blair 18.85 lbs. (boat, fly rod, 1984)

Striped Bass
Dick Hathaway 60 lbs., 2 oz.(shore, all tackle, 1978)
Kib Bramhall 42.14 lbs. (shore, fly rod, 1981)

Bonito Gary Look 12.44 lbs. (boat, all tackle, 1994)
Nelson Sigelman 10.81 lbs. (boat, fly rod, 1994)

False Albacore
Donald MacGillivray 19.39 lbs. (boat, all tackle, 1990)
Jaime Boyle 16.38 lbs. (boat, fly rod, 1990)

Weakfish Lee Welch 16.90 lbs. (boat, all tackle, 1986)

Grand Slam Records
(heaviest combined weight of all four species since 1994)

All Tackle Shore: Mark Plante 77.50
Boat: Lev Wlodyka 86.90

Fly Rod Shore: Chip Bergeron 48.04
Boat: Mark Jones 56.73

1996 Albacore (shore) Philip B. Willoughby 11.68**
(boat) Arthur N. Vose 11.97

Bass (shore) Mark Plante 47.37
(boat) Frank Nuovo 49.11

Bluefish (shore) Dennis Williams 18.47
(boat) Donald Ballou 18.80

Bonito (shore) John Livingston 9.42
(boat) Perry C. Ambulos 10.14

1997 Albacore (shore) Ken Abbott 15.38
(boat) Philip Lofgren 13.26

Bass (shore) Dick Hathaway 50.75
(boat) Dick T. Leeson 40.62

Bluefish (shore) Andre Levesque 18.97
(boat) Vladimir Smirnov 18.40

Bonito (shore) Stanley Popowitz 9.49**
(boat) Joseph Canha 9.97

1998 Albacore (shore) Adam Rose 12.09
(boat) Walter S. Wlodyka 14.99

Bass (shore) Scott Jadovich 43.71**
(boat) Donald Widdiss 52.41

Bluefish (shore) Abram Williams 20.58
(boat) Fred Collins 16.54

Bonito (shore) Bernie Arruda 7.88
(boat) Christopher Peters 8.77

1999 Albacore (shore) Dave Desmarais 14.30
(boat) Lev Wlodyka 12.05

Bass (shore) William DeBettencourt 42.27
(boat) Jen Clarke 44.08

Bluefish (shore) Paul B. Schultz 14.92
(boat) John Cowart 17.31

Bonito (shore) David Desmarais 10.33**
(boat) Robert Mocarski 10.77

2000 Albacore (shore) David Skok 12.96
(boat) John Schillinger 12.67

Bass (shore) Stephen Morris 41.78
(boat) Lev Wlodyka 52.32

Bluefish (shore) Kevin Hearn 14.57
(boat) Joe Uva 19.18

Bonito (shore) Eric R. Wolfe 7.11
(boat) Mark Plante 10.37**

2001 Albacore (shore) David W. Skok 12.97**
(boat) Michael D. Henry 9.81

Bass (shore) Dan T. Pribanic 44.96
(boat) Lev Wlodyka 44.14

Bluefish (shore) Jack M. Livingston 15.26
(boat) Karen A. Kukolich 16.78

Bonito (shore) Rob Morrison 7.36
(boat) Robert H. Clay 8.89

2002 Albacore (shore) Bob W. Iwaskiewicz 12.93**
(boat) Walter S. Wlodyka 11.63

Bass (shore) Lev C. Wlodyka 39.96
(boat) Capt. Buddy Vanderhoop 53.60

Bluefish (shore) Daniel J. Geary 15.69
(boat) Ross Morancie 14.96

Bonito (shore) James C. Cornwell 9.27
(boat) Lev C. Wlodyka 10.89**

2003 Albacore (shore) Marshall H. Brereton 14.42
(boat) Terry W. Horrocks 13.28

Bass (shore) Michael Alwardt 42.12
(boat) Chris M. Harding 46.26

Bluefish (shore) Thomas J. Kieras 15.27**
(boat) Nick W. Peters 14.58

Bonito (shore) Andrew J. Scheriff 8.12
(boat) Stanley W. Brown 10.25**

2004 Albacore (shore) Robert W. Thomas 12.48**
(boat) David C. Kadison 12.37

Bass (shore) Keith A. McArt 42.46
(boat) William F. Lehman 47.62

Bluefish (shore) Daniel J. Benedetto 15.40
(boat) William W. Farnham 15.17

Bonito (shore) Betsy J. Miraglia 8.75
(boat) Tom Langman 10.13**

2005 Albacore (shore) Dennis R. Gough 16.71
(boat) Keith M. Ogren 14.19**

Bass (shore) Leo B. Lecuyer 45.18**
(boat) Molly Fischer 49.22

Bluefish (shore) Ronald G. Sullivan 13.70
(boat) John D. Smith 15.95

Bonito (shore) Bernie B. Arruda 9.53
(boat) Jared D. Mackenzie 10.38

(digital) Lbs. (digital) Lbs.

* Derby Record, ** Grand Prize Winner
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FALSE ALBACORE
1991 (boat) Nick Warburton 9.59

(shore) Tony B. Jackson 13.09*

1992 (boat) Lev Wlodyka 10.96
(shore) Miles Whyte 11.44

1993 (boat) Nick Warburton 9.59
(shore) Kevin Ludwig 11.02

1994 (boat) Liam Bassett 8.68
(shore) Miles Whyte 9.66

1995 (boat) Jared Fisher 9.45
(shore) Zachary C. Horrocks 8.67

1996 (boat) Willy Codding 9.63
(shore) Zachary C. Horrocks 8.21

1997 (boat) Jared E. Fisher 9.44
(shore) Amy V. Baynes 9.79

1998 (boat) Joshua Alwardt 6.78
(shore) Trevor Wright 9.87

1999 (boat) Cody Pachico 7.85
(shore) Brian Hackett 11.69

2000 (shore) Zach Shea 7.47

2001 (boat) Lauren A. Williston 8.18

2002 (boat) Sarah L. Kadison 9.10
(shore) Antone T. Silvia 9.10

2003 (boat) D. J. Pothier 9.89
(shore) Cody A. Pachico 9.14

2004 (boat) William C. Kadison 11.25
(shore) Scott Canavan 8.964

2005 (boat) Sarah L. Kadison 11.27
(shore) Alex M. Poole 9.75

2006 (boat) William C. Kadison 9.48
(shore) Quint R. Long 6.56

2007 (boat) Jacob S. Waters-Maciel 10.83
(shore) Conor J. Smith 10.56

2008 (boat) Nick L. Watts 9.99
(shore) Curtis J. Farrell 7.81

2009 (boat) Bryan Carter 12.39*
(shore) Curtis J. Farrell 10.96

2010 (boat) Caelan K. Watts 10.54
(shore) Tony P. Canha 12.37

2011 (boat) Katherine G. O’Brien 11.48
(shore) Jeremey P. Mercier 9.80

STRIPED BASS
1994 (boat) Dereck Peterson 38.72

(shore) Wolfie Blair 36.59*

1995 (boat) Jennifer Jordan 35.95
(shore) Joshua Alwardt 27.63

1996 (boat) Michael Pachico 34.42
(shore) Ryan Pierce 27.98

1997 (boat) Michael Pachico 34.42
(shore) Chris Polleys 35.22

1998 (boat) Joe Hegarty 35.23
(shore) Tim Sauer 29.98

1999 (boat) Cody T. Chandler 33.60
(shore) Joshua Alwardt 35.90

2000 (boat) Casey Elliston 31.94
(shore) Eli Bonnell 28.65

2001 (boat) Becca L. Webb 33.14
(shore) Tim J. Sauer 27.04

2002 (boat) Max Crockett 29.75
(shore) Emilyanne Williston 35.34

2003 (boat) Annie C. Finnerty 40.52
(shore) Leah H. Pachico 36.08

2004 (boat) Ashleigh L. Plante 39.08
(shore) William B. Stewart 26.29

2005 (boat) Molly A. Fischer 49.22*
(shore) Andrew Jackson 25.81

2006 (boat) Justin D. Smith 32.69
(shore) Emilyanne A Williston 23.82

2007 (boat) Dale E. McIntosh, II 35.92
(shore) William B. Stewart 23.71

2008 (boat) William C. Kadison 40.98
(shore) William B. Stewart 23.11

2009 (boat) Tyler K. Dufresne 28.04
(shore) Brandon A. Steigelman 17.88

2010 (boat) Giovanni M. Paone 27.22
(shore) Maggie A. Mayhew 17.63

2011 (boat) Luke El-Deiry 32.14
(shore) Curtis J. Fournier 20.29

BONITO
1991 (boat) Ryan Welch 7.45

(shore) Lev Wlodyka 8.55*

1992 (boat) Morgan Child 8.96
(shore) Geoffery Codding 8.24

1993 (boat) Nick Warburton 10.48*
(shore) Lev Wlodyka 8.05

1994 (boat) Michael Broccolli 10.28
(shore) Benjamin Barbee 8.04

1995 (boat) Tyrone Barlosky 7.48
(shore) Tom Rapone 5.71

1996 (boat) Ted Blackanton 6.72

1997 (boat) Brian Pouliot 8.55

1998 (boat) Wolfe Blair 6.14
(shore) Cody Brewer 5.86

1999 (boat) Sam Bell 6.83
(shore) Tim Sauer 8.66

2000 (boat) Casey Elliston 10.07
(shore) Tim Sauer 4.58

2001 (boat) Spencer A. Sass 6.83

2002 (boat) Sarah L. Kadison 5.86

2003 (boat) D. J. Pothier 9.04

2004 (boat) Kassidy R. Bettencourt 6.42

2005 (boat) Eric K. Riedel 8.11

2006 (boat) William C. Kadison 6.96

2007 (boat) William C. Kadison 7.35

2008 (boat) Sarah J. Williston 8.24

2009 (boat) Wyatt A. Jenkinson 9.71
(shore) Evandro Medici, Jr. 4.45

2010 (boat) Gus N. Hoy 7.33

2011 (boat) Wyatt A. Jenkinson 7.78

BLUEFISH
1991 (boat) Ryan Pierce 16.24

(shore) Francis Fisher 13.67

1992 (boat) Joseph Peters 16.17
(shore) Garrett Wojtukiewicz 13.34

1993 (boat) Lev Wlodyka 16.17
(shore) Miles Whyte 11.44

1994 (boat) Ryan Pierce 16.66
(shore) Sharon Oh 10.07

1995 (boat) Ryan Pierce 17.54
(shore) Steven Costas 15.13

1996 (boat) Ross McDowell 14.19
(shore) Eli J. Bonnell 13.66

1997 (boat) Chris Stefanos 14.41
(shore) Tim J. Luce 12.37

1998 (boat) Marc Levesque 15.57
(shore) Shana Montesion 8.29

1999 (boat) Nikolas Pappastratis 13.46
(shore) Ollie Becker 10.28

2000 (boat) Taylor Pierce 19.05*
(shore) Cody Brewer 11.82

2001 (boat) D. J. Pothier 15.14
(shore) Jack C. Stephenson 5.51

2002 (boat) Cody J. Brewer 14.38
(shore) Asa P. Bernard 10.56

2003 (boat) Lauren A. Williston 13.60
(shore) Michael E. Robinson 10.23

2004 (boat) Kassidy R. Bettencourt12.72
(shore) Lucy Benedetto 9.77

2005 (boat) Jesse L. Thomas 11.82
(shore) Mia G. Benedetto 11.61

2006 (boat) Emilyanne A Williston 13.12
(shore) Chris A. Morris 9.66

2007 (boat) William C. Kadison 14.31
(shore) Chris Morris 11.70

2008 (boat) William C. Kadison 14.25
(shore) Curtis J. Farrell 15.55*

2009 (boat) Alec B. Cobban 12.66
(shore) Jeffrey S. Cimeno, Jr. 10.55

2010 (boat) Victoria T. Scott 14.77
(shore) Jack G. Murray 11.20

2011 (boat) Michael B. Habekost 13.57
(shore) Brendan R. Morris 11.33

Junior DivisionWinners

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

* Junior Record



Larry’s Tackle Shop
Largest Flyfishing Shop on Martha’s Vineyard

GOOD LUCK DERBY CONTESTANTS!

Striped Bass, Bluefish, Bonito and False Albacore
Original watercolor by Alan James Robinson on a

NOAA Nautical Chart of Martha’s Vineyard

258 Upper Main Street, Edgartown, MA 02539
508-627-5088 © www.larrystackle.com

Full Line of Spinning and Offshore Tackle
Come choose from our expanding inventory, including: Van Staal, Fin Nor,

Abel, Islander, Thomas & Thomas, G. Loomis, Sage, St. Croix, & many more.
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Awards Ceremony 2012

Truck winner Adam Cummings with Derby President
Ed Jerome, Clay Family Dealership’s Bob and Fran Clay,

along with Adam’s wife Janet and children.

Grand Prize truck winner Adam Cummings celebrates

Bob and Peter Boyhan
share the David Furino

Memorial award for siblings
who demonstrate
determination and

sportsmanship

Sherry Mele (aka Squid Mama)
and Hayden Boullie enjoy the

awards ceremony
The O’Brien family of Oak
Bluffs: Bill, Kris, Katherine,
and Elizabeth share the

Beaulieu/Loud award for
commitment to family and

the Derby community

Ray Ellis shares a point with the
crowd while being honored for 25

years of commitment and service to
the Derby

Derby Treasurer
Chris Scott and

Chairman Chuck
Hodgkinson enjoying

the moment at the
awards ceremony

Phil Horton receives the
Martha’s Vineyard Surfcasters

Sportsmanship Award

Boat winner Bob Boyhan with Derby President Ed Jerome,
Chairman Chuck Hogdkinson, Eastern Boats representative

Scott Landry along with Bob’s brother Peter

PHOTOS BY RALPH STEWART - COURTESY OF THE MARTHA’S VINEYARD TIMES
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Inour house, the fever begins to build months be-
fore the official start of the Martha’s Vineyard
Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby. Around

March and April, the chatter starts about the upcoming
Vineyard fishing season and the Derby. My husband, Sol,
and his fishing buddy Ed, start having conversations about
what the strategies will be for making sure they have the
right stuff to fish with.

What lures and flies worked
last year? What new gear do we
need this year (they always man-
age to need something new. I
smile.)? When should we book a
captain? And on and on.

Calls to other fishing friends
take place as we get near sum-
mer. As I move throughout our
apartment from one room to the
next, I can hear Sol talking to his
fishing buddies. “When will you be
on the Vineyard? We need to lock
in some fishing dates.” When the
phone calls are not occurring, still I
can hear the constant, feverish
clicking of the computer keys fa-
cilitating the hunt for fishing web-
sites. The best sites convey the
latest catch of various fish on
Cape Cod and elsewhere. The on-
line fishing reports are almost al-
ways supported by the reporting
fisherman’s take on how big
his/her fish was, tips on the lures
or flies of the day, and let’s not for-
get those video playbacks with the
sounds of roaring seas, whistling
reels, and excited fishermen’s voices, as they bring in their
catch. All of that allows the viewer to relive the fishing experi-
ence and pass it on to other fishing buddies.

Uh-oh, here we are, it’s July and then August, Boat cap-
tains, Fishing buddies, and fishing strategies must have
been locked in long before this.

By the end of August, the children and grandchildren
have finished their vacations on the Vineyard, and have left
the Island for home. It’s time to focus on Derby activity.
There are flies to tie, lures to buy, captains to confirm, Derby
badges and hats to buy – and make sure you pick a lucky
number for your Derby button.

Spouses and significant others get ready, the Derby is
about to start. There’ll be fishing from the boat; fishing from
the shore, high tides and low tides, squeaky doors at 6 am
and 10 pm, leading into and out of our house. There are
sandwiches to make, alarm clocks to set, non-Derby activi-
ties to be scheduled around fishing dates and times, early
morning fishing buddy calls to answer, stops to make (usu-

ally on the way to some place that I want to go) at Coop’s,
Larry’s, and Dick’s Bait & Tackle, to buy more stuff and get
the latest scoop on hot fishing spots. There are fishing
clothes to wash, weigh-ins to attend – we hope – Grand
slams; leader boards to appear on, and prizes to be won – if
we’re lucky. But the best part of all, is hearing the stories at
the end of each daily fishing trip. And of course, the “one

that got away” is always bigger.
On one Wednesday during the

Derby, Sol came in around 10:30
pm after fishing for hours.
Though I had settled into bed, I
sat right up to hear the night’s
fishing adventure. Sol filled me in.
“I threw out a fresh eel and got a
bite. The fish took the bait. It was a
good fight before I got it to shore.
The hook was right in the corner
of his mouth. I’m glad I got the
fish in before the hook pulled out
of his mouth. The striper weighed
in at 17 pounds. I’m glad Ed in-
vited me along tonight.”

Sol could not have been hap-
pier than I that he caught such a
wonderful fish. As any spouse, or
anyone close to a derby fisher-
man knows, you don’t want too
much time to pass before there’s
a Derby-worthy fish – right kind,
size, method of catching –
caught. Sol continued, “I’ll be fish-
ing on Friday, Oh, and we’re going
out Thursday too. What’s on the
schedule? Do you need me to
help with anything?”

As he was talking, I was thinking to myself: in spite of all
the fishing excitement, he’s pretty good about checking in
to see if I need anything, and I’m pretty good about knowing
when to take him away from the Derby and when not to.

On one Thursday, Sol returned from fishing and filled
me in again. “It was slow today. We went a lot of places
and drifted out some eels. The fish were too small, we
had to throw them back. The captain was good. What’s
for lunch? I’m whipped, I’m not going out tonight. Strike
that, I just got a call from Ed, we’re going out tonight. I
have to make sure I have the right flies. I’m going down in
the basement to tie one more fly.”

It’s almost the end of September and I’m hoping to
make it through another Derby.

Looking at the Derby from the other side – my side – it
is never boring, lots of fun, and I’m always happy when Sol
returns home safely. When the Derby is over, I look forward
to the next year when the fever starts to build and the sto-
ries start to flow. J

Sol & Ed check their watches to see where the
tide is right for their next trip out.

The Derby on the Home Front - HerView
By BrendaWatson
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“Where Derby
Champions
Gather”

“Catch” The Latest Derby News at Coop’s
WeWish Everybody Luck In The 68th Derby

- Coop & The Crew

• “Hot Spot” Information
• Fresh & Saltwater Tackle
• Fresh & Frozen Bait
• Experienced Beach & Boat
Guides

• ROD RENTALS
• CustomMade Rods
• Island Flies for Island Fish
• Complete Fly Fishing Shop
• Gift Certificates

508-627-3909
1/2 mile from Edgartown next to Cottle’s Lumber • 147West Tisbury Road

YEAR
ROUND
SERVICE
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Basic Fly Patterns
That are Proven to

Catch Fish

FREE SHIPPING
MADE IN MASSACHUSETTS

WWW.MUDDOGFLIES.COM

A lifetime of fishing stories... 

Bright Waters,
 Shining Tides
Kib Bramhall, artist, author, angler, 
and Derby Hall of Famer, offers a
collection of fishing essays and his
own paintings to illustrate them.

“A blend of talents that will hook the
reader-viewer as swiftly as a hungry
striped bass taking a surface lure
from moon-drenched waters.”

-- Nelson Bryant, former New York 
Times outdoors columnist

www.vineyardstories.com 
@vineyardstories.com

Kib Bramhall, artist, author, angler, 

Bright Waters,

lA

Bramhall, artist, author, angler, 

Shining Tides
right Waters,

stories... fishing of f flifetime es... 

from moon-drenched waters.”
striped bass taking a surface lure
reader-viewer as swiftly as a hungry
“A blend of talents that will hook the

own paintings to illustrate them.
collection of fishing essays and his
and Derby Hall of Famer, offers a

Times outdoors columnist
-- Nelson Bryant, former New York 

m moon-drenched waters.”
ped bass taking a surface lure
der-viewer as swiftly as a hungry
blend of talents that will hook the

n paintings to illustrate them.
ection of fishing essays and his

d Derby Hall of Famer, offers a
, , , g ,

mnist
York 

e

.com yardstorieswww.vine
yardstoriesvine@ .coms





PENN
®

is back with the Battle. Packed with features and capabilities you’ll find in 
reels twice its price, it’s ready to mix it up with anything that swims.

pennreels.com

INTRODUCING THE NEW BATTLE™ SPINNING REEL
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OnOctober
13,
2012 –

the final day of the
67th Derby – Julian
Pepper weighed in a
bonito that took 1st
place in the All Tackle
Shore Division, mak-
ing him one of the
eight Grand Leaders
at the Awards Cere-
mony the following
day. It had happened
before – an angler be-
coming a Grand
Leader on the Derby’s
final day. It has also
happened that a
Grand Leader
weighed his fish on the
Derby’s opening day –
most recently in 2011,
with Jaemon Gillies’
boat false albacore.
So while both scenar-
ios have played out
enough times that nei-
ther should be surpris-
ing, some believe that
there are certain dates
during the Derby that
are lucky. Few would
argue that a bit of
good fortune is helpful
in earning one of the
eight Grand Leader
spots. But are there
really some days dur-
ing the Derby that
present a better
chance of catching a
winning fish? Odds-
makers may not
have noticed, but su-
perstitious Derby fishermen might
consider the following information.

In the past decade, with eight Grand
Leaders annually, 80 Derby-winning
fish were represented. Like Julian’s
bonito in 2012, Dan Benedetto’s
shore blue in 2004, John Smith’s
boat blue in 2005, and Joe Canha’s
boat bonito in 2006, some were
caught late. Other Grand Leaders
may not have created that last-day
drama, but instead endured five full
weeks of anxiety, praying their open-
ing day catches would hold up. Such
was the case for Jaemon in 2011, as

well as Bob Thomas’ 2004 and Rick
Hall’s 2006 shore albies. So while
Day 1 and final day Grand Leaders do
occur, they are the exception. Over
the last ten years, certain dates do
stand out – those that have seen a
greater share of Derby winners. Does
this mean these dates are lucky?
That depends on what you believe,
and whom you ask.

It’s unlikely that all Grand Leaders
since 2003 can remember the
dates on which they caught their win-
ning fish. But some undoubtedly
not only know the date, but also re-

gard it as an anniver-
sary. So if you sub-
scribe to the notion that
there are lucky Derby
dates, a look at the
records and making
the tallies does reveal
something. Looking to
win the Derby? History
shows that September
21 and October 4 could
be considered the lucki-
est, as each date has
produced six Grand
Leaders in the past
decade. Five Derby win-
ners were caught on
both October 2 and Oc-
tober 14, suggesting
those are possible
dates of destiny. Sep-
tember 30 and October
12 also must hold
some Derby fortune, as
four Grand Leaders
were made on each of
these dates.

Also consider that
September 27, Octo-
ber 8, and October 11
are the only dates that
have not given up a
Derby Grand Leader in
the past ten years. If
you’re looking for the
win, these might be
good days to mow the
lawn or wash your
truck. And for those
who try and predict
when the heaviest fish
are caught – early on, as
opposed to later – note
the following: 39 Grand
Leaders caught their

fish in the first half of the Derby, and
41 were caught after halftime. No
real difference there.

What to make of all this? Probably
not much. It’s doubtful that the big
fish have certain dates circled on
their calendars Most Derby winners
would suggest that the day they hap-
pened to catch their big fish became
their lucky day. But it is reasonable
to believe that come September 21
and October 4, plenty of supersti-
tious fishermen will be out there,
hoping the odds are favorable.
Good luck with that. J

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

You Feeling Lucky?
Story by John Custer

A double rainbow off Wasque, 2012 Derby
Photo by John Piekos
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix): From 1990 to 1996, bluefish
landings declined from a 26-year high of 1,700 fish to a low of
665 fish. Since then, landings have rebounded to levels compa-
rable to those in the late 1980’s. Since 2010, bluefish landings
have declined about 10% from 1,265 fish to 1,144 fish in 2012
and this can be attributed to fewer fish landed by shore fisher-
men. On average, shore fishermen have accounted for about
26% of the annual bluefish landings over the last 26 years. In
2011 and 2012, shore fisherman weighed only 22% and 19% of
the bluefish catch, respectively. The average weight of bluefish
from 1987-1997 was about 10 lbs and just shy of 8 lbs from 1998-
2008. However, the average weight has increased since 2008 to
almost 8.6 lbs, which is close to the 26-year average (8.9 lbs).
Daily landings indicate that bluefish were available throughout
the event.

When looking at long-term trends in bluefish landings, a
number of factors related to effort must be considered. First,
Derby participation has risen steadily from a low of 1,809 an-
glers in 1994 to current highs, an increase of over 70%. More-
over, Derby fishermen could not land striped bass from 1987 to
1992, so more participants were likely targeting bluefish, result-
ing in more bluefish landed during this period. Both factors,
which are difficult to quantify, can render the long-term inter-
pretation of bluefish abundance less meaningful. Nonetheless,
bluefish landings appear to reflect similar trends in population
biomass estimates generated by the current stock assessment
(conducted by the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commis-
sion), which shows a general increase in abundance since the
mid-1990’s. However, recent projections suggest that bluefish
biomass will decline due to poor incoming year classes

Atlantic Bonito (Sarda sarda): Over the last 26 years, bonito
landings have fluctuated between 110-696 fish annually. Prior
to 1995, bonito landings were higher (ranging from 323-696 fish)
and this can be partially attributed to more effort being directed
at bonito because striped bass was excluded from the Derby.
Since 1995, bonito landings have been low, largely due to the
conspicuous absence of shore fish. After the lowest landings in
2010 (184 fish) since 2006, the number of bonito bounced back
35% in 2011 (248), but declined 9% in 2012 (226 fish). On aver-
age, shore fishermen account for 22% of the bonito landings

over the 26-year period, but they landed only 2-12% from 2003-
2012; shore fishermen caught only 14 bonito (6%) in 2012. Tak-
ing into account the increase in Derby participation in recent
years, there is a clear 19-year trend of low bonito catches. With-
out a stock assessment for this species, it is difficult to interpret
the cause of this decline. This trend, which is largely driven by
the lack of shore-caught fish, indicates that large numbers of
bonito have clearly not moved into nearshore waters in recent
years.
The average weight of bonito has also been relatively low since
1994, ranging between 5.1-6.9 lbs for this period. However, for
the third consecutive year, the average weight of bonito falls on
the high end of this general range (6.4 lbs). The availability of
bonito to participants over the course of the five week event has
fluctuated dramatically from year to year. In 2001, 2002, 2004,
2007, 2009, 2010, and 2012, the bulk was landed during the
month of September. In 2003, 2005, 2006, and 2011, bonito
catches were sporadic with pulses of fish taken throughout the
Derby. In 2008, 50% of the bonito were taken during the last 10
days of the event.

False Albacore (Euthynnus alletteratus): Trends in false alba-
core landings are difficult to interpret and should be viewed with
caution due to rule changes designed to reduce landings of this
species, which is not considered palatable. Since 1995, daily prizes
have not been awarded for false albacore, thereby reducing the in-
centive to land fish. In 1998, a minimum length of 25 inches was
established and this reduced false albacore landings in subse-
quent years. In 2005, the Derby Committee made efforts to further
reduce landings by imposing a bag limit of three fish (for the du-
ration of the event) coupled with the minimum size. Despite
these restrictions, some information can be derived from the land-
ings data. In 2000 and 2001, this species was not available to shore
fishermen, but this changed dramatically in subsequent years as
both shore and boat fishermen were equally successful. In 2006,
minimum size false albacore were not consistently available and
this is reflected in the landing of only 107 fish, which is the lowest
catch since 1993. Landings have fluctuated dramatically since
2006, ranging from a high of 509 false albacore in 2007 to a low of
131 in 2010. In recent years, landings have stabilized at 331 and
311 fish in 2011 and 2012, respectively. In sharp contrast to bonito,

More fishermen does not always mean more fish. There was a whopping 14% increase in Derby
participation in 2012 (3,091 vs. 2,713 anglers in 2011) – the largest number of participants since 2004

(3,126), but a 2% decrease in the number of fish weighed (2,147 vs. 2,203 in 2011). Although shore
fishermen caught a few more bass and a few less bluefish, not much changed in 2012 when compared

to the previous year. The following synopsis and accompanying figure show how Derby participants
fared in 2012 compared to the previous 25 years.

Dr. Gregory Skomal is an accomplished marine biologist, underwater explorer, photographer, aquarist, and author. He has been a senior fisheries
biologist with Massachusetts Marine Fisheries since 1987 and currently heads up the Massachusetts Shark Research Program (MSRP). He is also

adjunct faculty at the University of Massachusetts School for Marine Science and Technology in New Bedford, MA, a guest investigator at the
Woods Hole Oceanographic Institution in Woods Hole, MA, and an adjunct scientist with the Center for Shark Research in Sarasota, FL.

Greg is a long standing Committee member and a Past Committee Chairman of the Derby

The 2012Derby:More of the Same
ByGreg Skomal
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a large proportion of the catch (37%) was taken by shore fisher-
men in 2012 (26 year average = 45%). Since 2003, the average
weight of false albacore has fluctuated between 8.3-9.5 lbs. How-
ever, the average weight was only 7.3 lbs. in 2012, the lowest since
1997. In 2012, 86% of the false albacore were weighed by the end
of September, but this is likely influenced by the bag limit.

Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis): From 1985 until 1992, the
striped bass was eliminated from the Derby prize structure for
conservation purposes. In 1993, the species was slowly re-intro-
duced into the Derby with limited prizes until 1995, when it be-
came a fully eligible species with a minimum size of 38 inches.
With the decrease of the legal minimum size in 1997, the Derby
committee dropped the minimum size to 32 inches. Hence, the ef-
fective time series for striped bass landings data spans only 16 of
the 26 years. After a 26% decline from 1997 (771 fish) to 2001 (570

fish), landings rebounded 30% to time-series highs in 2003 (813
fish) and 2004 (800 fish). From 2005-2007, striped bass landings
fluctuated between 689 and 745 fish. However, since 2007, land-
ings have been low, fluctuating between 384 and the 466 fish
landed in 2012. Striped bass landings appear to reflect similar
trends in east coast population estimates from the 2011 stock as-
sessment, which shows a general decline in abundance since 2004.

Since 1993, shore fishermen have landed, on average, about
43% of the striped bass, but this has increased dramatically in
recent years, ranging from 53% in 2009 to 68% in 2012 - boat
fishermen are simply weighing less fish. The average weight of
striped bass has ranged from 16.7-23.2 lbs since full re-introduc-
tion and the average weight of fish landed in the last three
years (16.7-18.0 lbs) were the lowest in the time series. Striped
bass were available for the duration of the 2012 event as land-
ings were consistent. J

Striped Bass (Morone saxatilis)

False Albacore (Euthynnus alletteratus)

Atlantic Bonito (Sarda sarda)

Bluefish (Pomatomus saltatrix)
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1. Cape Pogue Gut
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

2. Cape Pogue Light
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

3. East Beach Jetty
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

4. Wasque Point
bass, blues and anything else

5. South Beach
bass, blues

6. Squibnocket
bass, blues

7. Philbin Beach
bass, blues

8. Gay Head
bass, blues

9. Lobsterville Beach
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

10. Menemsha Jetties
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

PLEASE RESPECT
OUR ISLAND

Breaking blues in the surf.
A striper cruising the trough of a

wave. A sunrise or sunset over the
water. All of these are moments we

treasure as fishermen.
Yet, the opportunity to experience

those moments may someday be
lost. Please respect private property,
leave the beaches cleaner than you

find them, and above all, release
those fish not meant for the table
carefully, so other fishermen may

share the same excitement as you.

The Island of
Martha’s Vineyard
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ai
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11. Cedar Tree Neck
bass, blues

12. Tashmoo Opening
bass, blues

13. West Chop
bass, blues

14. Vineyard Haven Jetty
bass, blues

15. East Chop
bass, blues

16. Oak Bluffs SSA Wharf
bonito

17. Little Bridge
bass, blues

18. Big Bridge
bass, blues

19. Edgartown Light
bass, blues, albacore, bonito

20. Edgartown Dock
albacore, bonito
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

BLUEFISH are an aggressive fish, con-
sidered among the toughest battlers,
pound for pound, among saltwater
species. Their sharp teeth require the use
of pliers when removing hooks. Often
under-appreciated for table fare, fresh
bluefish, if iced and properly cared for, is
delicious. Consistently, bluefish account
for the greatest number of Derby weigh-
ins. Exciting to catch on topwater lures,
the Massachusetts bag limit is 10 fish per
angler, per day.

BONITO, highly valued for its appetiz-
ing fillets, are strong, fast fish. They have
keen eyesight and are thrilling to catch on
light tackle. A member of the tuna fam-
ily, bonito attract anglers ripe for a chal-
lenge. Catches from shore have become
more rare in recent years. It is not un-
common for the heaviest bonito to show
late in the Derby, as evidenced by several
winning fish caught on the final day.

FALSE ALBACORE attract a cult-
like following, including many flyfisher-
man. Incredibly fast and powerful, albies
offer an unmatched fight for anglers.
Also called “Little Tunny”, these fish fea-
ture beautiful colors and markings. The
arrival of false albacore ushers in an an-
nual frenzy of fisherman, eager to pursue
this popular species.

STRIPED BASS remain an historic
part of the Derby tradition. The species
was removed from the Derby for several
years as a conservation measure, and now
stocks are healthy. These majestic fish
also make for the centerpiece of a wonder-
ful meal. Massachusetts regulations allow
anglers to possess two fish per day, with a
28” minimum size.
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do 

 

Take The 2013 

KAYAK CHALLENGE! 
Weekend of SEPTEMBER 27, 28, 29 

 the Derby, in partnership with 
BassYaks, will award a special 
prize on October 20th, for the 
HEAVIEST bass, bluefish, false 
albacore, or bonito caught from a 
KAYAK on Sept 27, 28, or 29!  

 Must be registered in the 2013 Derby. All normal Derby rules apply. Fish are weighed in as 
normal (boat division) and then the weigh slip must be placed in a designated box at 

Derby HQ, to qualify, at the time a fish is weighed in. Kayaks only: Canoes, paddleboards, 
other small boats do not qualify. Kayaks must be launched from MV shore, and fish 

transported to shore only on/in/by the kayak it was caught from. Kayaks may be powered 
by a paddle, pedals, electric motor, etc. Single prize awarded by luck of the draw to 1 of 4 

winners. Do not need to be present to win. Practice safe boating! 

 

Prizes  Provided  By: 

#1 Kayak Motor System in the World

HANDS FREE OPERATION

OVER 70 KAYAK SPECIFIC KITS AVAILIBLE

WWW.BASSYAKS.COM 860•848•4799
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Island Taxidermy Studio will present a trophy for the largest scup.

Kid’s Mini Derby
Join the tradition of passing on the

memories of this special Derby moment

Free • Prizes • Lots of Fun

Sunday, September 22, 2013 – Open to Children 4-14
6 a.m. to 8 a.m., Steamship Authority Wharf, Oak Bluffs

SPONSORED BY:

BINK’S AUTO
THE SKIPPER

O’BRIEN ENTERPRISES, INC.

L.B. FORM COMPANY
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“F i sh ing L ines”
“Golf balls, no matter how long I marinated them,

never tasted as good as any fish I caught.”
The late John W. (“Cap”) Mayhew used to say this, explaining why he

gave up on golf, but spent a lifetime fishing.

While you’re waiting for the tide to turn, the wind to drop, or the caffeine to kick in,
read the following quotes.You’re fishermen.You’ll understand.

A bad day of fishing
is better than a

good day of work.
~Author Unknown

May the holes in your
net be no larger than

the fish in it.
~Irish Blessing

There is certainly something
in angling that tends
to produce a serenity

of the mind.
~Washington Irving

Somebody just back of you
while you are fishing is as
bad as someone looking
over your shoulder while

you write a letter
to your girl.

~Ernest Hemingway

The fishing was good;
it was the catching

that was bad.
~A.K. Best

The Gods do
not deduct

from man's
allotted span

the hours spent
in fishing.

~Babylonian Proverb

It has always been my
private conviction that
any man who pits his

intelligence against a fish
and loses has it coming.

~John Steinbeck

Give a man a fish and he will eat for a day.
Teach him how to fish and he will sit in a

boat and drink beer all day.
~Author Unknown

Give a man a fish and he has
food for a day; teach him how
to fish and you can get rid of
him for the entire weekend.

~Zenna Schaffer

If people concentrated
on the really important
things in life, there’d
be a shortage of
fishing poles.

~Doug Larson

We ask a simple question
And that is all we wish:
Are fishermen all liars?

Or do only liars fish?
~William Sherwood Fox,

Silken Lines and Silver Hooks, 1954

There's a fine line
between fishing and
just standing on the
shore like an idiot.

~Steven Wright

Fishing is a ... discipline in the
equality of men - for all men

are equal before fish.
~Herbert Hoover

Three-fourths of the
Earth’s surface is water,
and one-fourth is land.
It is quite clear that the
good Lord intended us to
spend triple the amount
of time fishing as taking

care of the lawn.
~Chuck Clark

People who fish for food, and

sport be damned, are called pot-

fishermen. The more expert ones

are called crack pot-fishermen.

All other fishermen are called

crackpot fishermen.

his is confusing.

~Ed Zern

Fishing is much more than
fish. It is the great occasion

when we may return
to the fine simplicity

of our forefathers.
~Herbert Hoover

Good things
come to

those who bait.
~Author Unknown

"Carpe Diem" does not
mean "fish of the day."

~Author Unknown

Give a man a fish, and you’ll feed
him for a day; give him a religion,

and he’ll starve to death while
praying for a fish.
~Author Unknown

Nothing makes
a fish bigger
than almost
being caught.

~Author Unknown

Mybiggestworry is
thatmywife

(when I’mdead)
will sellmy fishing

gear forwhat I
said I paid for it.

~Koos Brandt

Scholars have long
known that fishing eventually
turns men into philosophers.

Unfortunately, it is almost
impossible to buy
decent tackle on a

philosopher’s salary.
~Patrick F. McManus

There will be days when
the fishing is better than
one’s most optimistic

forecast, others when it is
far worse. Either is a

gain over just
staying home.

~Roderick Haig-Brown,
Fisherman's Spring

Thank you, dear God,
for this good life and
forgive us if we do not

love it enough.
Thank you for the rain.
And for the chance to
wake up in three hours
and go fishing: I thank

you for that now,
because I won't feel
so thankful then.

~ Garrison Keillor

Look at where Jesus
went to pick people.
He didn't go to the
colleges; he got guys
off the fishing docks.

~ Jeff Foxworthy

Everyone should believe
in something; I believe

I’ll go fishing.
~ Henry David Thoreau

Many men go fishing
all of their lives without
knowing that it is not fish

they are after.
~ Thoreau

The only thing bad about
winning the pennant is that

you have to manage the
All-Star Game the next year.

I’d rather go fishing.
~Whitey Herzog



68th Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2013 49



50 68th Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2013

CLEARWATER™

FILLET SERIES

INTRODUCING THE 

Good luck to all Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby contestants!
660 S. Lochsa St. | Post Falls, ID 83854 | 800-326-2825 | www.buckknives.com JOIN US ON FACEBOOK! WWW.FACEBOOK.COM/BUCKKNIVES

Proudly Made  
in the USA

• 420HC or Sandvik® steel
• Triple edged blade with  

secondary edge on backside  
• 9” or 6” blade
• Non-slip grip handle
• Injection molded nylon sheath
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For All Your
Building Needs

508-693-1385 508-627-4381
Lambert’s Cove Road, North Tisbury West Tisbury Road, Edgartown

• Doors & Windows
• Roofing Material
• Insulation Materials
• Masonry Supplies
• Cabinet Hardware
• Millwork GOOD FOOD

TOTRAVEL...
Breakfast • Lunch • Dinner

Coffee • Snacks
Beer • Wine • Groceries • Deli

508-693-4799
Open Every Day

119 Dukes County Ave • Oak Bluffs
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Heading out at dawn

V
IN

E
YA

R
D

C
O

LO
R

S

Leah gets a trophy
Isabella Bollin, 4, of West Tisbury, with her fifth catch of

the morning on Kids Day.
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

MAG I C MOMENT S
Throughout the Booklet we’ll show you many “Magic Moments” from the 2012 Derby —

some are identified, others . . . well, speak for themselves.
Enjoy, and send us your “Magic Moments” from the 2013 Derby.
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FARM    NECK
G O L F  C L U B

We are Pleased to Host the 2012 Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby Award Ceremony
Sunday, October 14, 2012

www.farmneck.net

We are Pleased to Host the 2013 Striped Bass & Bluefish Dreby Award Ceremony
Sunday, October 20, 2013

www.farmneck.net
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Regular Price  $220
Derby Participant Price   $140

Contact Joe Higgins at fishedimpressions.com or
email higginsad@mac.com

SPECIAL LIMITED EDITION

D E R B Y  P R I N T
ONLY 75 PRINTS AVAILABLE
A R C H I V A L   I N K   O N   S A T I N   M A T T E  N A T U R A L   A R C H I V A L   M E D I A

g

O R I G I N A L   G Y O T A K U   F I S H   P R I N T S
R E P R O D U C E D  O N   A   1 9 2 0  N A U T I C A L    C H A R T   O FVineyard Sound & Buzzards Bay
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Stay Connected! 
CChheecckk TThhee LLeeaaddeerrbbooaarrdd
OOnn TThhee WWaatteerr
OOnn TThhee BBeeaacchh
OOnn TThhee GGoo!!

MMVVDDeerrbbyy..ccoomm

TTwwiitttteerr..ccoomm//MMVVDDeerrbbyy

FFaacceebbooookk..ccoomm//MMVVDDeerrbbyy

Scan To Access Our 
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MAG I C MOMENT S
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Dylan Kadison receives the Albert Angelone Memorial
Award, given to the first junior angler to weigh in a Bonito. Bruce Bags a Bass

PHIL CRONIN

SERVING THE ISLAND FOR 89 YEARS!
HINCKLEY’S HAS IT...
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ISLAND INSPIRED OUTFITTER
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67th Martha’s Vineyard
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Glory Days - Memorable Photos from Derby History

Jesse (Bud) Oliver weighs in a bass at
an early Derby.

Bud Oliver and a fellow fisherman mugging
for a camera shot.

Al Flanders, Al Brickman, and Bud
Oliver with an early beach buggy.

Photos courtesy Jesse Oliver Jr. Scans courtesy Chris Decker - Tisbury Printer

Getting the 11th Derby banner ready to
hang on Main St. in Vineyard Haven.

Some early Derby pranks
– weighing in a mount.

11th Derby weighmaster Jim Catlow
weigh’s Bud Oliver’s catch.

An early ‘Fishing in Massachusetts”
publicity poster.An early Derby publicity poster.

A young Jesse Oliver Jr. at the
18th Derby.

One of the Derby founders, Al Brickman
shows off his catch in front of his

Vineyard Haven store.
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New MEAT for Saltwater

All new Uncle Josh MEAT series
looks, tastes, feels, swims and smells like live bait.

A soft-textured, natural pork bait without the rind makes for easy 

MEAT - the modern day rind-less pork bait   

Available at local retailers. 
View videos at 

MEAT is packaged in convenient resealable bags.  

sweet!
100% 

Biodegradable

Meat 
Fluke Belly 7”

Meat Eel

Meat 
Fluke Belly 5”
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MAG I C MOMENT S

John Piekos shows his Super Saturday Bluefish. The last night of the derby.
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Make a tax-deductible CONTRIBUTION TO PROVIDE THIS

LIFE AFFIRMING BREAK FROM THE HOSPITAL

For more information or to volunteer
please contact jennifer grace at:

jgrace@innsatmenemsha.com or (508) 645-9454

We are honored to welcome our recovering heroes for a
serious fishing tournament, great food, a little rest &

the grateful fellowship of an entire island.

WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Becomeapartof the5th
annualbeachplum inn

AMERICANHEROES
SALTWATERCHALLENGE
September 30-October 4

The awards ceremony at Farm Neck Golf Club. Panorama photo by Tom Smith

CELEBRATING
27 YEARS

CELEBRATING
28 YEARS
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

2012 Heroes Challenge MAGIC MOMENTS
The Annual Event Organized and Held at The Beach Plum Inn Gives Back to OurWoundedWarriors

PHOTOGRAPHY COURTESY PETERSIMON.COM
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DEALERS - Don’t miss out. Get them in your store today.

TMTM

t miss out. Get them in your store todayRS - Don’EALED out. Get them in your store today.oday
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MAG I C MOMENT S

Jared Stobie received the
A. N. “Abe” Williams Award Trophy
for being the first angler to record

a shore Grand Slam.
North shore perch.

Bob Boyhan proudly shows off
the shore bluefish that earned

him 1st place, and eventually won
him the Grand Prize

Eastern Boat.
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UP-ISLAND AUTOMOTIVE, INC.

Good luck to all you fishermen

1074 State Road
P.O. Box 482

West Tisbury, MA 02575

Pat, Joan, Wyatt, Patrick, Chris & Chris
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Asmost Derby
fishermen

know or at least believe,
there are certain informal
“rules” and superstitions
that go along with our
pursuit of a great catch.
Every year we hear the
stories of newcomers
with a winning fish on
their first cast or some-
one who walks up to you
with a bonito asking if his
“albie” is big enough.
Then, there is the very
simple premise that
when you least expect it,
something unusual will
happen. I think one of the
biggest shockers is the
fish caught by someone
who didn’t buy a registra-
tion button. Almost without fail, every year features at
least one tale of a really good weighable fish caught with-
out a pin. Here is one such story.

I was at my selected beach of the day waiting for al-
bies or better to arrive with fly and spin rods at my side. A
guy sets up beside me similarly equipped. Nice guy; I
think his name was Gary and obviously an experienced
fisherman. We exchange comments about the weather
and wonder what might happen with the fish today. We
both start fly fishing and after about 45 minutes he
switches over to spin.

Things are pretty quiet and then we all notice a swirl
on the other side of this guy and a fish breaks the surface
but misses a lure (Morgan Taylor's). Seconds later “Gary”
gets a hard hit and he's on. The fish bolts out a few feet
then hits the brakes and turns abruptly left; then towards
shore; then back out; then right — you get the picture —
so when the fish is beached I'm pretty sure I know what it
will be and the sight of those stripes makes me curious
enough to walk over.

Sure enough; a bonito, every bit of seven pounds and
I congratulate the guy. He isn't even looking at the fish
and just says, 'I should have bought that all-tackle pin.'
Yes, he only bought the fly rod pin. Those new to the
Derby should know that a fisherman can enter the fly rod
category or the all-tackle category, or both categories, but
a person without the proper button cannot weigh in a fish.
There is certainly nothing wrong with using a variety of

tackle; it’s fun to use dif-
ferent methods.
He calls out to a friend

and asks if he wants the
fish and the guy takes it,
bleeds it and buries it in
the sand.
The story isn't done yet.

So the guy is sitting qui-
etly on the beach thinking
about his fate and occa-
sionally mumbling to him-
self. He eventually picks
up his fly rod (remember,
he had purchased the fly
rod pin) and starts cast-
ing. Now, with my derby
talents pretty much lim-
ited to either finishing in
fourth place or standing
next to the guy who
catches the good fish, I

didn't know what to say when the guy put down the fly rod
and picked up the spin rod again.

I just looked at him and said, 'Are you sure?' and
those around us were similarly in a state of shock at the
sight of this guy casting again with the spin rod. He said
'the damage was already done', but as soon as he made
that cast, the shout-outs from others on the beach were
strongly suggesting that he put the spin rod down rather
than challenge the “higher powers” who control such
events. There was almost a painful reaction in the eyes of
the fishermen lining the shore that morning. Ray and
Ninfa Jussaume (owner of Line Stretcher Tackle, a Derby
sponsor) were on my other side. I thought I saw a tear in
Ray’s eye.

For an instant, I was worried someone would forcibly
remove the spin rod from his hands. Last I saw, he was
still using the fly rod. It gets worse, guess what he did last
year? The exact same thing; bought a fly pin and caught
a large bone on a spin rod. Maybe next year he'll get it
right.

An hour or so later and despite being bled and sitting
on the beach the bonito weighed in at just over seven
pounds. At the time, the shore bonito grand leader was
7.65 pounds.

Clearly, the moral to this story is keep your options
open and register in the categories you plan to fish. In ad-
dition to it being some nice insurance, a second pin is a
nice donation to a wonderful event. J

Photo by WILSON KERR

IS ONE PIN ENOUGH?
Keep All Your Options Open

By Dave Nash
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Kid’s Day volunteers record the catch.

Hiking out at dusk to fish Aquinnah

Mark Seymour releases a nice flyrod bass in skinny water.

Weigh-in volunteers (l to r) Mellissa Schellhammer, Ann Howes,
Olga Church, Debbie Manley-Smith, Amy Coffey, Robyn Joubert,

Sarah Connolly, and Liz Baldwin

Kid’s Day winners taking a bow.

Declan boats an Albie
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Mike Cassidy and his granddaughter
Georgia DeRoche weigh-in a keeper.

David MacVaugh gets ready to
unhook his catch.
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Fisherman’s sunset on
Norton Point.
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Home of the
Famous SteelEel

Jigs • SS SteelEel
SS Casting Spoons
SS Trolling Spoons

Spinnerbaits and More...

508.821.8586
Mike Avilla Sr. • P.O. Box 486

Taunton, MA 02718
borntofishlures@gmail.com
www.borntofishlures.com

Handcrafted Quality

The Triangle • Edgartown • MA • 02539

MARTHA SMITH
Real Estate Specialist

www.jbrownassociates.com
Cell: 508.328.6555

Email: mvmartha@comcast.net

Since
1967

MOW HO
custom fluke rigs

508.738.0015
Holly Mercier • holligras@aol.com

“WHERE HOOKIN’ IS LEGAL”
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Casting for albies at Leland’s in the fogDespite all the changes, Wasque
still holds albies.
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68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL TRASH SERVICE
SINGLE STEAM RECYCLING
DUMPSTERS • ROLLOFFS
DEMOLITION • REMOVAL

P.O. Box 5028
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

508-693-5454
email: brunosmv@comcast.net

Steve the Albie slayer
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Family weigh-in by the O’Brien Family of Oak Bluffs
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folk art by brian kirkpatrick
www.bkfolkart.com � 860-235-6577 � e-mail: headotheriver@aol.com

Complete Landscape Construction
and Design on Martha’s Vineyard

Specializing in a full range of services including:

Excavation • Title V Septic Systems
Hydroseed • Sod Lawns • Irrigation

Stone Walls, Walks & Patios
Complete Property Maintenance

On-site consultations and
Project Estimating

P.O. Box 1933
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568

508-693-8726
cell: 508-400-0470

brian@packishlandscape.com
www.packishlandscape.com



74 68th Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2013

PROUD TO SPONSOR
THE 2013 DERBY

Award yourself the ultimate Derby prize, a stop at Mad Martha’s!

PROUD TO SPONSOR
THE 2013 DERBY

OAK BLUFFS • EDGARTOWN • VINEYARD HAVEN
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Old Stage Road, across from Takemmy Farm in West Tisbury
Hats & T-shirts available

508-693-5975 or 508-693-0025

7:30am-5pm, Mon.-Fri., 8am-12noon on Saturday

WE SELL:

Bark Mulch
•

Topsoil
•

Compost
•

Imported Wall Stone
•

1 1/2” Gravel
•

3/4” Gray Gravel
•

3/4” Brown Gravel
•

Shells

Premium Blend Mulch
$36.00 per yard picked up.

And much, much more!

STEVE LONDON’S
ORIGINAL FISHPRINTS

For more information email:
islandgyotaku@gmail.com
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Weigh Master Joe El-Deiry sizes up a bluefish and
the young angler who caught it

Chappy – on the rocks
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Special Thanks From The Derby
Committee to Our Sponsors

Grand Sponsors –
The Clay Family Dealerships, Eastern Boats.

Major Sponsors –
Boone, Bomber Saltwater Grade, Cape Air, Edgartown Marine, The Fisherman Magazine, Hogy Lures, Island Source,
Maui Jim Sunglasses, McKala Fishing LLC, Penn, Peppers Performance Eyeware,Vineyard Gazette,VineyardVines.

Major Contributors –
12wt, Accurate Fishing Products, AT&T, Aubut Rods, AOK Tackle, Backwater Trading Company, BassYaks, Bauer/William Joseph,

Beulah Flyrods, Boating Local, Boston Beer Company, Kib Bramhall – Bright Waters, Shining Tides, Brewsees Eyewear, Bubba Blades,
Buck Knives, Cheeky Fly Fishing, Eagle Claw, East Coast Striper Tubes LLC, Farm Neck Golf Club, Fish Bandit Premier Clothing,

Fish HookVineyards, Fished Impressions, Flatbread, Flying Fisherman Sunglasses, Folk Art by Brian Kirkpatrick,
Line Stretcher Tackle Company, Mad Martha’s Ice Cream, Mud Dog Custom Flies, Grillie, HarborView Hotel, Harpoon Brewery,

Hydro Glow, Narragansett, Brian Packish Landscape Construction, Plano Molding Company, Port Hunter, Roberts Lures,
RV Carpetbaggers, St. Croix Rods, Sea Tow, Steve London Original Fish Prints, STORMR,Tackle Solutions LLC,Tilton Rent-all,

Uncle Josh Bait Company,Vineyard Colors, Wasque Rip, Wood Island Outfitters.

Contributors –
Acme Tackle, American Fishing Wire, Bink’s Auto,The Coastal Collection, Dave Kinney – The Big One, Deadly Dick, E.C. Cottle Building

Supplies, Edgartown Meat and Fish, EdgartownYacht Club, HADCO/Fat Wally Coolers, Island Taxidermy Studio, LB Form Company,
MV Shipyard, Navionics, New England Tackle, Obsession Marine Falmouth, O’Brien Enterprises Inc., Olga Hirschhorn, Patriot Party

Boats, Phoenix Russell Wampum Jewelry, Rapala, Seadek,The Skipper/Vineyard Sound Charters, Smith Optics, Spofford Lures.

Special Supporters –
Belsan’s Bait and Tackle, Born to Fish, Canal Bait and Tackle, Charlie Cinto, Coop’s Bait and Tackle, Dick’s Bait and Tackle,
Hal Brown Company, Gibbs Lures, Larry’s Tackle Shop,The Lonely Angler, Captain Porky’s Tackle Shop, Princeton Tec,

Shark’s Landing Tackle Shop, Southern Connecticut Tackle Company.

Special Presentations and Awards

The Derby Committee reserves the right to create, adjust or delete additional categories, awards and prizes and to accept and create special presentations.

The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish
Derby Committee Scholarships

Two 4-year $10,000 scholarships and two 4-year $5,000 scholarships to
Island High School graduates planning to continue their education in
the field of science. Interested students should apply for these scholar
ships at the Martha’sVineyard Regional High School.

The Beaulieu/Loud Memorial Award
See weigh-in for details.

The Wayne Jackson Memorial Award
For the heaviest fish caught by a junior.

The Victor Danberg Trophies
For the heaviest bluefish caught by a junior boy and the heaviest
bluefish caught by a junior girl.

The Cutler Bike Shop Award
Awarded by luck of the draw to two of the eight junior grand leaders
one from boat and one from shore.

The Dr. David Finkelstein Award,
in Memory of Bob Post

For the Team Shore Competition winners.
The George H. Pye Award - For the heaviest shore bluefish

caught by a resident and non-resident senior.
The daRosa Awards

For the Team Boat Competition winners.
The James P. Catlow Memorial Award

For the heaviest shore bluefish caught by a male resident.
The Roberto Germani Release Awards (2)

Selected at random for the release of one bluefish, bonito,
false albacore or striped bass. One entry per angler.
One All Tackle award, one Flyrod award.
See weigh-in for details.

The Martha’s Vineyard Surfcasters Association
Sportsmanship Award

Honoring the true meaning of good sportmanship during Derby.
The Thomas Nessa Memorial Award

Awarded to the individual who weighs the heaviest striped bass on
the first day of the tournament.

The Thomas A. McCauley Award
Weigh any species under Badge number 204, Boat or shore.

The Robert “Huff”Langley Memorial Award
Selected at random form the Third Places in the All Tackle Division
of each species caught from the shore.

The Bill Ashak Memorial Award
For the heaviest shore striped bass caught by a junior.

The Abe Williams Memorial Award
For the first angler to record a shore Grand Slam.

The Jetty Chipmunk Award
Heaviest shore bonito caught by a junior.

The David Furino Memorial Award
Awarded to siblings who show determination and sportsmanship.

The Sancy Pachico Memorial Youth Scholarships -
See weigh-in for details

Albert Angelone Memorial Award
Given to the first junior angler to weigh in a Bonito.

Vintage Jewelry Award
For the heaviest Striped Bass caught by an adult woman.

Senior Awards - In Honor of their past participation and support
in the Derby. Ray Metcalf – Bass, Howie Leonard – Albacore,
Arnold Spofford – Bonito, Madison Alwardt – Bluefish
For heaviest of each species caught from boat or shore.
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TiltonTents

2013 Sponsors
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TTIILLTTOONN TTEENNTTSS IISS
PPRROOUUDD TTOO SSPPOONNSSOORR TTHHEE 22001122 DDEERRBBYY!!

Party Tents · Chairs · Raised Flooring · Lighting · Linens · Heaters 

www.TiltonTents.com · Phone: 508-693-9173 

PROUD TO SPONSOR THE 2013 DERBY!



68th Derby Souvenir Booklet · 2013 83

RAY ELLIS “DERBY SERIES” PRINT

JOURNEY’S END - CAPE POGE LIGHT
Image Size: 12 x 16 inches

FISHING CEDAR TREE NECK
Image Size: 12 x 24 inches

GREETING THE ISLANDER
Image Size: 13 3/4 x 19 1/4 inches

The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass and Bluefish Derby is pleased to offer you an opportunity to purchase a Derby
Print, reproduced from the paintings of Ray Ellis, for the benefit of the Derby Scholarship Program. Each print is

beautifully framed, part of a limited edition series, signed and numbered by the artist.

For Further information: Call Maryanne Jerome at 508-627-8510

In Memory of 
 

M ad, who made this possible for me 

Don Mohr and Abe Williams

Thank  you Mark 
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Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Corporation Charitable Giving
The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Corporation was created to hold an annual fishing tourna-
ment for the benefit of the island of Martha’s Vineyard, and
for the funding of college scholarships and charitable causes.
In 2011, the nonprofit Derby Corporation enjoyed a successful
year, and was thus able to provide assistance to other groups

and individuals. Many of these play a part in maintaining
the quality of life on the Vineyard that we all enjoy, but some-
time take for granted.

Thanks to the support of all sponsors and participants, the
Derby Corporation was able to contribute $35,750 in 2012. We
hope you share our pride in being able to help.

Corporation Grants, 2012
MV Rod and Gun Club (Kids Trout Derby) $ 250.
Red Stocking Fund $ 500.
American Heroes Saltwater Challenge $ 2,000.
Sancy Pachico Memorial Youth Scholarships $ 3,000.
College Scholarships $ 30,000.

(in conjunction with the Ann E. Clark Foundation and Vineyard Vines)

Total $35,750.

Lower Main Street • Edgartown
508-627-9966 Interstate Agent

Since 1930

Integrity / Quality / Solutions

LOCAL FREIGHT
ROLLOFF RENTALS
SELF STORAGE

WORLD WIDE MOVING

Good Luck Anglers!

508.693.0348 / 800.352.7150
Fax: 508.693.0355

475 Edgartown Road • PO Box 1209
Vineyard Haven, MA 02568
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You are Invited to Become a Sponsor
of The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Special Supporter: Donations of $100 to $500.
Name listed in the Souvenir Booklet.

Major Contributor: Donations of $1501 to $5000.
Logo and name listed in the Souvenir Booklet.
Half-page color advertisement in the Souvenir Booklet.
Banner hung at the Awards Ceremony.

Contributor: Donations of $501 to $1500.
Logo and name listed in the Souvenir Booklet.

Major Sponsor: Donations in excess of $5000.
Full-page color advertisement in the Souvenir Booklet.
Banner displayed at Weigh Station** and at Awards Ceremony.
Logo and name listed in Rules Brochure and any major advertising.

The Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby is
held annually in the Fall. Every year, fishermen come from
around the country to visit the beautiful island of Martha’s
Vineyard and enjoy its great fishing. The Derby has become
one of the most successful and perhaps the premier saltwater
fishing tournament on the East Coast. In 2012, more than 3000
anglers participated in the 67th anniversary of the contest,
weighing in a total of 2147 fish.

Aside from managing a successful tournament, at the core
of the Derby’s mission is to give back to the Vineyard commu-
nity and to support and protect recreational fishing efforts.
In 2012, the Derby awarded $30,000 in scholarships to grad-
uates of the Martha’s Vineyard Regional High School,

as well as $3000 in scholarships for island youngsters to
attend summer camps. Additionally, over 5000 pounds of
fish fillets were donated to the senior citizens of the island
community through the Derby’s fillet program. Finally,
the Derby continued to support local conservation causes,
various youth organizations, and safe boating awareness
through its charitable contributions.

By becoming a Derby sponsor, your company will be as-
sociated with one of the country’s oldest and most prestigious
tournaments. Your contribution will also be a significant help
to the charitable efforts of the Martha’s Vineyard Striped Bass
& Bluefish Derby, Inc., a fully accredited 501(c)(3) non-profit
corporation, making all donations tax deductible.

Sponsorship Categories

We Welcome and Appreciate Your Contribution at any Level
** The Weigh Station attracts thousands of visitors during the five weeks of the Derby.

Please Contact Us at MVDerbyCommittee@gmail.com

508.627.3909
147West Tisbury Road

Edgartown

508.693.7669
New York Avenue

Oak Bluffs

508-696-8272
2 East Chop Drive

Oak Bluffs

508-645-2641
Menemsha

MENEMSHA
TEXACO SERVICE

Weighing in a Derby fish always starts here.

We thank all of the Derby registration outlets for
making the Derby experience so special.

LARRY’S
TACKLE SHOP

Largest Flyfishing Shop
on Martha’s Vineyard

508-627-5088
258 Upper Main St.

Edgartown

508-627-7117
13 Dock Street
Edgartown
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ADVERT I S E R ’ S I NDEX
12 WT. APPAREL

& ACCESSORIES 14
207-518-9069 12wt.com

ACCURATE FISHING 53
accuratefishing.com
smallreelsbigfish.com

A.O.K. TACKLE

COMPANY 50
267-987-4336 aoktackle.com

AT&T 34
866-MOBILITY ATT.com

AUBUT PREMIUM

FISHING RODS 34
(305) 797-5442 aubutrods.com

BACKWATER TRADING CO. 57
508-627-7730
www.backwatertradingcom-
pany.com

BASSYAKS 46
860-848-4799 bassyaks.com

BAUER FLYREELS 71
541.488.8246
bauerflyreel.com

BEACH PLUM INN 60
508-645-9454
beachpluminn.com

BEULAH FLY RODS 77
1-800-537-7137
beulahflyrods.com

BOATING LOCAL 43
boatinglocal.com

BOMBER SALTWATER

GRADE 6
bombersaltwatergrade.com

BOONE BAIT CO. 61
407-975-8775 boonebait.com

BORN TO FISH 71
508-821-8586
borntofishlures.com

BOSTON BEER CO. 43
bostonbeer.com

BREWSEES EYEWEAR 15
brewsees.com
BRUNO’S 72
508-693-5454

BUBBA BLADE 63
bubbablade.com

BUCK KNIVES 50
800-326-2825 buckknives.com

CAPE AIR 18
866-CAPE-AIR capeair.com

CARROLL’S TRUCKING 84
508-693-0348 carrollsmv.com

CARS UNLIMITED 76
508-693-6544
cars-unlimited.com

CHEEKY FLY FISHING 80
cheekyflyfishing.com

CLAY FAMILY 1 & IBC
DEALERSHIPS
888-724-5978 claycars.com

COOP’S BAIT & TACKLE 33
508-627-3909

E.C. COTTLE, INC. 51
508-693-1385 / 508-627-4381

CREATIVEWORKS 87
508-696-3737

CRONIG’S MARKET 39
508-693-4457

DICK’S BAIT & TACKLE 9
508-693-7669

EAGLE CLAW 69

EAST COAST

STRIPER TUBES 15
eastcoaststripertubes.com

EASTERN BOATS BC, 16
603-652-9213
easternboats.com

EDGARTOWN MARINE 4
508-627-6500
edgartownmarine.com

RAY ELLIS PRINTS 83
508-627-8510
mvderbysec@comcast.net

FARM NECK GOLF CLUB 53
508-693-3057 farmneck.net

FISH BANDIT PERFORM-
ANCE CLOTHING 49
FishBanditClothing.com

FISHED IMPRESSIONS 54
fishedimpressions.com

FISH HOOK VINEYARDS 77
fishhookvineyards.com

THE FISHERMAN 12
MAGAZINE
866-FISH-836 thefisherman.com

FLATBREAD COMPANY 55
508-693-1137
flatbreadcompany.com

FLYING FISHERMAN
SUNGLASSES 69
800-335-9347
flyingfisherman.com

FOLK ART BY

BRIAN KIRKPATRICK 73
860-235-6577 bkfolkart.com

GRILLIE 80
855-447-4554 grillie.com

HARBOR VIEW HOTEL 51
508-627-7000
harbor-view.com

HARPOON BREWERY 63
harpoonbrewery.com

HINCKLEY LUMBER 56
508-693-0075

HOGY LURES 5
hogylures.com

HYDRO GLOW 67
877-895-4569
hydroglow.com

ISLAND SOURCE 31
508-693-8700
island-source.com

ISLAND WINDOW

DESIGN 87
508-693-2542

JANE BROWN REAL

ESTATE ASSOCIATES 71
508-328-6555
jbrownassociates.com

JOHN KEENE

EXCAVATION 75
508-693-5975 or 508-693-0025

KAYAK CHALLENGE 46

LARRY’S TACKLE SHOP 29
508-627-5088 larrystackle.com

LESLIE’S PHARMACY 83
508-693-1010

LINE STRETCHER 57
TACKLE COMPANY
617-666-3474 linestretcher.com

STEVE LONDON’S 75
ORIGINAL FISH PRINTS
islandgyotaku@gmail.com

MAD MARTHA’S 74
ICE CREAM

OB · ED · VH

MAUI JIM 8
888-628-4546 mauijim.com

MCKALA JIGS 36
800-307-7064
mckalafishing.com

MENEMSHA INN IFC
& COTTAGES
508-645-2521
menemshainn.com
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MOW HO CUSTOM

FLUKE RIGS 71
508-738-0015

MUD DOG 35
SALTWATER FLIES

781.254.4533
muddogflies.com

MV SAVINGS BANK 74
508-627-4426 mvbank.com

NARRAGANSETT BEER 81
narragansettbeer.com

NAUSET MARINE 16
508-255-0777 / 508-563-1110
nausetmarine.com

THE NET RESULT 60
508-693-6071 mvseafood.com

PACKISH LANDSCAPE &
CONSTRUCTION 73
508-693-8726 / 508-400-0470
packishlandscape.com

PENN REELS 37
pennreels.com

PEPPERS POLARIZED

EYEWARE 11
peppersusa.com

PLANO TACKLE CO. 64
planomolding.com

THE PORT HUNTER 49
508-627-7747
www.facebook.com/TheP-
ortHunter

R.V. CARPETBAGGERS

& CO., LLC 82
804-347-2777 or 804-363-7212

ROBERTS LURES, INC. 70
508-696-8925 robertslures.com

SEA TOW 14
508-564-9555
capeandislands.seatow.com

ST. CROIX RODS 42
800-826-7042 stcroixrods.com

STORMR 42
877-222-0347 stormrusa.com

TACKLE SOLUTIONS 67
facebook.com/TackleSolu-
tions 978-779-5099
tacklesolutions@yahoo.com

TILTON TENTS 82
508-693-9173 tiltontents.com

TONY’S MARKET 51
508-693-4799

UNCLE JOSH BAIT CO. 59
unclejosh.com

UP ISLAND AUTO 65
508-693-5166

VINEYARD COLORS 59
vineyardcolors.com

VINEYARD GAZETTE 10
508-627-4311 mvgazette.com

VINEYARD HEARTH

PATIO & SPA 76
508-693-5520

VINEYARD STORIES 35, 54
508-221-2338
vineyardstories.com

VINEYARD VINES 2
800-892-4982
vineyardvines.com

WASQUE RIP 81
wasquerip.com

THE WHARF 84
RESTAURANT
508-627-9966

WILLIAM JOSEPH 71
800-386-7839
williamjoseph.net

WOOD ISLAND

OUTFITTERS 65
603-767-1632
woodislandoutfitters.com

WindowTreatments
•

Custom Drapes & Rods
•

Shutters & Shades
•

Fabrics & Upholstery

Call Rebekah
508.693.2542

CORPORATE IDENTITY • LOGO DESIGN • WEB DESIGN • BRANDING

PUBLICATION DESIGN • ADVERTISING • PACKAGING DESIGN • PHOTOGRAPHY

vineyardstyle.com

rainydaymv.com

508.696.3737
23 GOAH WAY • VINEYARD HAVEN • Email: cworks@verizon.net

At CreativeWorks Advertising and Design we are fully focused on the
success of your business. We provide our clients with creative, successful,
and innovative design solutions. CreativeWorks is a “one-stop-shop” for all

of your graphic design, print, web design and advertising needs.

CreativeWorks
advertising+design
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Appropriately referred to as Derby ambassa-
dors, the Weighmasters help create and
maintain a positive atmosphere at Derby

Headquarters. For 35 consecutive days and
nights, the weigh station becomes a destination,
a gathering spot. Fishermen, families, tourists,
and locals come together in this hallowed place.
The responsibility of keeping it so is that of the
Weighmaster.

This is a position not to be taken casually. People
ask questions, make observations, and offer opin-
ions. The Weighmaster must handle all interactions
with tact and sincerity. (Having a sense of humor
helps as well.) Every fish weighed, and the necessary
information that accompanies it, must be received
with respect for the angler and the catch.

Over the years, the Derby has been fortunate to
have wonderful, dedicated individuals handle this re-
sponsibility skillfully. It is something the Committee
does not take for granted. With Roy Langley and
Charlie Smith, the Derby has had men treat this posi-
tion with incredible attention and dedication. Both en-
gage with anglers, particularly children, making the
experience of weighing a Derby fish a lasting, positive
memory. They make the occasion special and im-
portant, where all fish – from 4-pound blues to 40-
pound stripers – are treated with equal ceremony, all
for the benefit of the angler. These men understand
the significance of the Derby, and its importance to
the island. They recognize the Derby values of tradi-
tion, sportsmanship, and camaraderie, and support
this through their words and actions.

Charlie officially retired after the 2012 Derby.

He’d been a Weighmaster for 19 years. Under-
stated and gentle, he ensured that the nighttime
weigh station was safe for all to enjoy. He especially
welcomed children, and looked forward to visits
from the wounded veterans participating in the
American Heroes Saltwater Challenge. Charlie did
not seek attention - in fact he shied away from it.
But his secure, affable presence was surely notice-
able, and he helped improve the Derby. We thank
him for his years of service and loyalty, and for his
steadfast reinforcement of the Derby’s values.

Roy has threatened to retire several times, but
the Committee simply has not accepted these at-
tempts. He’s been a morning fixture at the weigh
station for over 20 years, and – with the exception of
Sundays, when he’s at church – he’ll be there again
this year. Roy is a gentleman, who smiles easily and
enjoys seeing familiar faces at Derby Headquar-
ters. He is protective of the volunteer staffers, as he
knows the importance of their role in making the
Derby run smoothly. Quietly but efficiently, he over-
sees the successful and valuable fillet program that
is responsible for providing thousands of pounds of
fresh fillets annually to island senior citizens. We
thank Roy for his unparalleled commitment to the
Derby and its responsibility to give back to the is-
land community.

On behalf of the Derby Committee, volunteer
staffers, and all those who visit the weigh station, we
salute Weighmasters Charlie Smith and Roy Lang-
ley for the job they’ve done, and how they’ve done it.

John Custer
Derby Committee Chairman

68th Martha’s Vineyard

Striped Bass & Bluefish Derby

Weigh-in volunteers (l to r) Mellissa Schellhammer, Justen Walker,
Patri Guimarra, Charlie Smith and Amy Coffey.

Weigh masters Charlie Smith and Roy Langley.

A Derby Salute to the

Weighmasters
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